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The ’69 Times
\

WHAT happens in Vegas may stay in Vegas, but what happens 
at Homecoming is all over the class newsletter. Since I was 
not actually there this year, I relied upon Peter Elias (PE in 

the photo credits), Dudley Kay (DK), and Connie Campanella (CC) to 
document the event and provide most of this issue’s information. There 
are plenty of pictures (more are on the website) to answer your burning 
questions, “What does (insert name here) look like now?” and “Did he 
bring anybody cute?” Two of our nine new adopted classmates were there, 
joined by Susan Wright, who has been with us for years, and about 24 
classmates with various spouses, children, family, and friends.

Peter reported on the events of Homecoming, and Dudley added signifi-
cant portions on the class meeting. You should read this, as it pertains to 
all of us (page 2). Dimitri Gerakaris, and Bob Lundquist were added to 
the Reunion Committee to help John Leavitt and Terry Robinson. The 
Executive Committee was expanded to include almost everyone else who 
was at the meeting, including most of people that you see in the pictures on 
pages 4 and 5 (yes, the centerfold). Anyone who wants to help out should 
contact Dudley Kay—info is in that green column on your left.

Peter has added a new feature to the class website, Travel Route ’69. If 
you’d like a visit from your classmates, sign up and provide information 
on accommodations, or just where to meet for lunch.

Always anticipating your needs, next fall’s football schedule appears on 
the back page, along with the 2008 schedule, and darned if they don’t look 
just the same, with venues swapped.

Something to check—although our website is restricted to our use (Peter 
monitors the users to prevent misuse of information), you can see what 
your friends in other classes are doing. Start at www.dartmouth.org, go 
to “class websites” and check on their websites and newsletters. 
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Women to the Class of 1969. Chief sponsor Arthur Fergensen 
summarized the proposal, VP Rick Willets read the official 
proclamation , Geri Silk and Carol Dudley ably and anima-
tedly represented all adoptees, and Susan Wright ’69A spoke 
glowingly of the class and the adoption action. Customized 
jackets with the class Lone Pine seal and the new member’s 
name embroidered on each were presented to the new adopt-
ees. Cheers, welcomes, and extended conversations took us 
to a very late hour, nearly 11:00 PM!

SATURDAY MORNING

By 7:30 am, the pile of still hot and live embers had been 
removed and the center of the Green watered down by B 
and G. It was fascinating to watch. 

The annual Class Meeting began at 9:30 in Baker-Berry at the 
Novak Cafe, just outside the Class of 1969 Room. Highlights 
included:
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Homecoming News 

and Class Meeting

Peter Elias cobbled together an account of Homecoming 
weekend and Dudley Kay added comments. The result is 
edited here from the posting on the class website. For more 
information and more photographs, please check the website. 
Since I wasn’t there, I would like to thank Peter, Dudley, and 
Connie Campanella, who came with Arthur F. Fergenson, 
for their contributions, including many photos.

FRIDAY EVENING

At around 5:00 we began gathering at Molly’s for the pre-
parade dinner. The turnout was considerably better than 
usual with a number of new faces, and we overflowed the 
three tables we had. 

Mark and Ann Bankoff, frequent Homecomers, at 

Molly’s (CC)

After dinner, we meandered down to the corner of Lebanon 
and Crosby Streets and were dutifully herded into chrono-
logical order by the parade officiators. The parade began and 
we moseyed through downtown Hanover to the Green, to 
the usual enthusiastic chants of “Sixty-Nine! Sixty-Nine!” 
by local kids. 

The 2010s arrived en masse, much more subdued than I 
(That’s Peter. Ed.) remember in previous years, and the pro-
gram of speeches and music began. By shortly after 8:00, the 
bonfire was lit and the Freshman began their traditional 110 
(100 plus class year) laps around the fire. 

At the Hanover Inn, we were joined by a number of others, 
including Dimitri Gerakaris, Roy and Debbie Hitchings, 
John French, and George Ross. At 9:30, Susan Wright 
arrived with College photographer Joe Mehling, and the 
throng gathered tightly to welcome the Pioneering Nine 

Geri Silk, Rick Willets, and Carol Dudley lead the 

Class of 1969 in the Friday night parade (PE)

Dudley Kay, Geri Silk ’69A, Susan Wright ’69A, 

Carol Dudley ’69A, and Arthur F. Fergenson at the 

adoption ceremony in the Hanover Inn (CC)





putting on our 40th Reunion. Volunteers are definitely 
needed. The discussion centered on how to maximize 
participation. It was agreed that the “personal touch” 
worked best and we discussed various versions of a plan 
to create lists of people for an e-mail or post card initial 
contact followed by a phone call. Dimitri Gerakaris and 
Bob Lundquist are on board to be working on this.

• Web site and Mailing List: discussion of the never-ending 
need to expand participation and generating content.

It was noted that Bob ‘Lefty’ Lefkowitz is now home and 
doing better.

Peter Schaeffer called to let us know that he is doing well and 
that his wife Frannie is now cancer-free for nearly 2 years. 

We adjourned at a bit after 11:00 to the Tailgate on the Alpha 
Delta lawn. 
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• Those present voted unanimously to adopt the Pioneering 
Nine women.

• Class Treasury report: balance is around $58,000 with 
about $12,528 in the Reunion reserve account after taking 
a loss ($10K?) on the 35th. The DAM charge is about 
$7000.

• Class Project Update: Class Projects are defined as less 
than $10,000 and Class Gifts are greater than $10,000. 
The College seems to favor small projects and has a list 
of “suggestions” which have not seemed appealing to our 
Class. Bob Sturges stepped down as Coordinator of the 
Class Project, a result of changed time commitments from 
his accepting the CEO position of Nevada Gold & Casinos, 
Inc. (AMEX:UWN) . Paul Tuhus stepped in to fill the spot. 
We are pursuing the idea of a campus map or collection 
of maps. There was also discussion of the advantages and 
disadvantages to small recurrent projects like funding a 
student or professor or program, versus larger and long 
term projects, such as something really big for the 40th. 
There was discussion and something close to consensus 
for doing both. It was agreed that giving was related to 
how personally connected one felt both to the Class and 
to the gift. Contact Paul Tuhus to participate in planning 
or to volunteer to help out.

• As an outgrowth of the discussions of large and small 
projects, it was discussed and agreed that the Officers 
would have permission to make gifts or fund projects up 
to $5000 annually with appropriate consultation among 
themselves and with the Executive Committee or other 
members of the Class. (It was felt that the constraints of 
waiting for an annual meeting were too great.)

• Executive Committee: the Class Constitution refers to the 
gathering for a meeting at Homecoming as the empowered 
Executive Committee. The Officers and those present at this 
year’s meeting agreed there was a huge need to involve a 
greater number and wider variety of voices in deliberations 
about Reunions, Projects, Gifts and other Class business. 
After some discussion, it was agreed to create a loosely 
defined Executive Committee that would participate in 
discussions about key issues. It was not felt at this time 
that a rewrite of the Constitution was needed. Almost 
everyone present signed up and there was agreement that 
we would supplement this initial list with interested and 
committed classmates from other geographic areas.

• Nominating Committee: this was discussed but no action 
taken. If the new Constitution passes, we will need a 
representative to the new council and we will need to 
begin addressing the need for succession or new officers 
between now and the 40th Reunion. (It didn’t, so the Class 
of 1970 will elect an Alumni Council Rep to serve for two 
years to replace our Doug Nichols. Ed.)

• Reunion Planning: contact John and Susan Leavitt or 
Terry Robinson if you wish to help with planning or 

Webmaster Peter Elias at the class meeting (CC)

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Football game: after the Tailgate, some folks attended the 
Dartmouth-Holy Cross football game, which Holy Cross 
won 24-21 with a field goal in overtime (after the Big Green 
missed a field goal attempt in the last minute of regulation 
play). There was apparently a fight on the playing field when 
the players were doing their post-game hand shakes. I have 
no details to post here. 

SATURDAY EVENING

We convened gradually at the Coolidge Hotel in White River 
for drinks and conversation in front of the fireplace in the 
lobby. Geri Silk had collected an awesome amount of 1960s 
memorabilia and we milled around looking at pictures, news 
articles, books, a prom dress, and even some bras. Some of us 
found ourselves listed or written about in the materials. Then 
we had an excellent dinner with the ’68s. Arthur Fergenson 
did his usual flawless job as John Slow Diction. (He had done 
Spartacus in the piazza behind Molly’s on Friday night.) 
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1. John Leavitt and 

Geri Silk at Molly’s 

(CC)

3. Geri Silk gets 

wrapped up in 

Dartmouth tradition 

at the parade. (CC)

6. Carol Dudley and 

Geri Silk try on their 

gift jackets while 

Irene and Norman 

Jacobs and Trish 

Shellard (seated) 

look on. (CC)

2. Greg Lau and Terry 

Robinson (CC)

4. Paul Tuhus at the 

parade (CC)

5. Rick Willets reads 

the proclamation 

adopting nine new 

classmates. (CC)

7. Rick Willets and 

John Bisson at the 

Hanover Inn (PE)

Homecoming

1

1

2

3

4

5

6 7
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1. Joe Mehling, 

college 

photographer (PE)

2. David Prentice 

(PE)

7. Arthur Fergenson 

as The Miser (CC)

8. Dudley Kay 

surveys class 

memorabilia (CC)

3. Bob Shellard (PE) 

4. Debbie and Roy 

Hitchings (PE)

5. Bruce Hamilton, 

Kaz and Gary Day 

(DK)

6. Alice Harris, 

Jim Staros, Connie 

Campanella, and 

Peter Elias (DK)

Scrapbook

1
2

3

4

5

678
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The Pile

Dick Glovsky «RGlovsky@plgt.com» responded to Steve 

Larson’s plea for news, printed in greater entirety here since 
Steve’s space is limited in the Alumni Magazine.

“I currently chair the Employment Law Practice at Prince, 
Lobel, Glovsky, & Tye, where I handle numerous matters 
on behalf of employers with issues relating to non-com-
pete agreements, discrimination complaints, severance 
issues, and the like. Recently, I published my first DVD 
on the subject of non-competition agreements, which, for 
those who are interested, is now available at Barnesand-
noble.com as well as Amazon.com.

“On the personal side of life, two years ago I was fortu-
nate to marry the girl upon whom I had the greatest 
crush in high school. She would not go out with me then, 
but having thought about it for 30+ years, she finally re-
lented and moved to Boston from Long Island. Between 
us, we have six children, one of whom has blessed us 
with two grandchildren who are great fun and joy. This 
coming weekend we get to baby-sit for them, an experi-
ence to which we look forward with some trepidation 
and not a small amount of enthusiasm.”

I owe David Abbott «dmageol@msn.com» an apology, since I 
mixed up my Davids in the last issue of The ’69 Times. David 

Cross sent a picture of The Rockodiles which appeared in 
the last issue, but it was David Abbott who sent the picture 
of the Barney Fife-mobile. He sent the photo in response to 
the class’s interest in Mayberry RFD, as indicated in the class 
survey. However, since David wasn’t actually in the picture, 
I didn’t include it in the newsletter. Below is the picture that 
wasn’t included last issue. You’ll notice that it is David Ab-

bott that does not appear in the picture that wasn’t in the last 
issue, not David Cross. I hope this clears things up. 

This is David Abbott’s somewhat belated e-mail which ac-
companied the photo.

“(In May) I was on an industrial minerals (all the minerals 
you use that aren’t metals or fuels—like the stuff used to 
make cement, binder for asphalt, salt, the stuff your toilet 
is made of, the stuff that makes paper white and take 
ink, and much, much more) field trip. Among other stops 
was the granite quarry in Mt. Airy, North Carolina. Mt. 
Airy was the childhood home of Andy Griffith and was 
the model for Mayberry. At least that’s what the locals 
claim. And while there, you can get a tour of the town in 
a genuine ’64 Ford Fairlane, gum-drop top, Barney Fife-
mobile. A picture’s attached.

“Otherwise things are going along more or less normally, 
although the geologic consulting business is picking up.”

Howard W. Robertson «robertsons2@earthlink.net» sent 
the following green card.

“Howard W. Robertson’s third book of poems has been ac-
cepted for publication by The Backwaters Press (Omaha, 
Nebraska). Howard’s new book is titled The Bricolage of 
Kotegaeshi and features his prize-winning poems.”

John Bisson «Judith.Gerber@vtmednet.org» (see Homecom-
ing photos) crammed the following notes on a green card.

“Five children, five sons- and daughters-in-law, two 
grandchildren: one (child) in third year Radiology Resi-
dency, one in second year Vet School, one close to finish-
ing PhD at Stanford. The other two each have a daughter: 
17 month old Sofia Elizabeth, 15 month old Charley Rose.

“We work a little and visit our kids in Los Angeles, Palo 
Alto, Phoenix, Denver and Cambridge as often as pos-
sible.

“In the shameless commerce division, we have an 1825 
farmhouse 21 miles from Dartmouth available for sea-
sonal rental—now! (near Woodstock).”

John Crane «John.G.Crane@Dartmouth.EDU» sent an e-mail, 
via Dudley:

“Life is good. Just one more year before I retire from the 
Library —after which we’ll spend a big chunk of the year 
in Provincetown out at the end of Cape Cod. David (who 
has been retired for three years now) will be writing 
short stories and I will be puttering in my artist studio 
there. This 25-year library gig has been a great run, but 
I’m very eager for the next gig.”

Barney Fife-mobile, photo by David Abbott
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Dudley Kay is co-captain of a tennis team which took 2nd 
place in the North Carolina State seniors tennis tournament 
last Veterans’ Day weekend in Winston-Salem. He played 
nine holes of golf with former Dartmouth golf coach Bill 
Johnson, who came to Dartmouth in 1967 and retired in 
2002. Dudley adds:

“With Jill (Ford) being in Whispering Pines, next door to 
Pinehurst and Southern Pines, we surely would welcome 
visitors. Jill has a cozy little three bedroom cottage on a 
lake, complete with a 12’ Zuma sailboat and a windsurf-
ing board, and she just joined the local county club with 
36 excellent holes of golf (there are 47 courses within 
10 square miles!). Thus we very much would welcome 
visitors. It’s not the lap of luxury but it surely is serene 
and full of daily possibilities. My townhome in Raleigh 
also has a guest room with its own bathroom, so I can 
entertain there, too! Let’s do a golf-tennis-pottery-art 
& crafts-pubs crawl Mini-Reunion in the Sand Hills of 
North Carolina (Pinehurst area).”

John Sasser «sassdad@gmail.com» sent a long e-mail from 
Bulgaria, too long, even for the newsletter, but I’ll paraphrase 
some of it, and if you’d like more, check the class website for 
the rest, or I can just forward his e-mail.

Bulgaria is the only place in the world where people shake 
their heads from side to side when they mean “Yes” and 
up and down when they mean “No.” (flashback –“Yes, I 
mean, no-o-o-o, Your Blueness.” Ed.) Also, wild dogs have 
a tendency to attack people and steal their groceries. Single 
animals can be warded off with a rock, but winter is coming 
and they are starting to travel in packs. Bulgaria will join 
the European Union in January, and John anticipates the 
need for the bureaucrats in Brussels to pass an anti-wild dog 
provision among their regulations.

John also comments on the local goatherds, the winter fer-
tility ceremony exhibit at the local Ethnographic Museum, 
singing The Star Spangled Banner for Bulgarian teachers, the 
United States’ entry in the Gurkovo Donkey Festival, and an 
invitation to visit him in Bulgaria, although he can’t recom-
mend winter.

A few months ago, I received a brief green card,“Tom Bar-

tosiewicz died 11/23/05 after a battle with prostate cancer,” 
but so far, that’s all I know.

Also, the college sent notice recently that Leon Myrian-

thopoulos of Alsip, Illinois, died Oct. 17. Again, details to 
follow.

Vic Chaltain

Victor Hugo Chaltain died October 29 of a heart attack 
while clearing the Hanover High School field of rain water 
before his son’s final football game of the season. More in-
formation can be found in a Valley News article www.vnews.
com/10302006/3422782.htm. The following information is 
taken from that article.

Always an enthusiastic football supporter at Dartmouth and 
Hanover High School, Vic arrived at about 7:00 a.m. Sunday 
to clear four or five inches of standing water from the field 
to prepare for a 1:30 kick-off. He was stricken at about 9:00 
and, despite CPR and emergency medical efforts, he was 
pronounced dead at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. 
His wife, Aileen, who was also volunteering at the field, later 
said, “He exited the way he lived his life, and that was full 
bore. Both he and his father both said that if they could die 
on a football field, they’d be happy.”

He is survived by his wife, their children, Grady Chaltain, 
16, and Victoria (Tori) Chaltain, 15, a junior and sophomore, 
respectively, at Hanover High and two older children from 
a previous marriage: Sam, 36, and Kate, 28.

With a few inches to spare, here are some bonus pictures of 
Homecoming.
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Vivian and Terry Robinson and Jill Ford (DK)

Arthur Fergenson and Rick Willets 

argue a point (DK)
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Dartmouth 2007    

Football Schedule  

9/15  Colgate
9/22  at New Hampshire
9/29  Pennsylvania
10/6   at Yale 
10/13  at Holy Cross
10/20  Columbia 
  (Homecoming Weekend)  
10/27  at Harvard  
11/3  Cornell
11/10  at Brown 
11/17  Princeton

Dartmouth 2008 (think ahead)

Football Schedule  

9/20  at Colgate
9/27  New Hampshire
10/4  at Pennsylvania
10/11   Yale 
10/18  Holy Cross 
  (Homecoming Weekend)
10/25  at Columbia  
11/1  Harvard  
11/8  at Cornell
11/15  Brown 
11/22  at Princeton

40th Reunion

June 15-18, 2009  


