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Get back! Get back! Get back to where you once belonged! That 
would be Dartmouth College for our 40th Reunion on June 15-18, 
2009. Plan ahead. See your buddies, make new friends that you 

never knew you had, wander the campus, critique the changes. You have 
a year and a half to psych up.

You’ll want to check the class website for a number of reasons. Your web-
master, Peter Elias, is working on some changes which could be in place 
by the time you get this, so check them out. Peter contributed all of the 
Homecoming photos in this newsletter, but there are zillions (count ’em) 
zillions of Homecoming photos on the website. OK, there are 49, but that’s 
more than I could fit in the newsletter.

If you read only Steve Larson’s class column in the Dartmouth Alumni 
Magazine, you missed a whole page on Ted Baehr in the July/August issue. 
In the recent November/December issue, John H. Mathias, jr., now widely 
known for having two sets of twins currently attending Dartmouth, cuts 
through the rhetoric of a familiar argument. “The notion that simply by 
virtue of their having attended Dartmouth alumni have a perpetual right 
to govern the College is preposterous,” from a September letter to The Wall 
Street Journal.

At the recent Class Officers Weekend, the class of 1969 won a special recog-
nition for adopting the Pioneering Nine. A scanned copy of the certificate 
will be placed on the class website shortly.

Informal contest—we have a great theme song for the reunion, but send 
me any other inspirational titles. The next three songs on my iPod are Get 
It While You Can, Get Ready, and Get Together. See? Anything will work.

Now that we are close to year-end, remember that mother Dartmouth loves 
you. You can return the favor by sending your pledges and donations to: 
Dartmouth College Fund
Dartmouth College
c/o Gift Recording Office
6066 Development Office
Hanover NH 03755-3555.
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40TH REUNION BOOK To bring publicity and awareness 
to the 40th, as well as offer the best possible remembrance, 
David Prentice has proposed another Reunion book, David 
has now produced 18 books for various class reunions and 
has become quite good at soliciting fine contributions and 
weaving it all together with contributed photos and archival 
illustrations that he has dug up. The cost has risen to a hefty 
$35,000 or so to produce one, so we are devising strategies to 
defray the cost while also presenting book price incentives 
to those who attend the reunion and those who submit full 
contributions of material to the book! If all goes as planned, 
only $5000 or less will have to come from the Class Treasury 
to support the book effort. Details to follow.

DAY COMMUTERS ENCOURAGED Co-Chair John 
Leavitt (and Sue) will be concerned with the College con-
nections for Reunion arrangements and collection of fees via 
reservations. We agreed to ac-
celerate our offering of online 
registrations and payments, 
starting with the dues cycle 
after the current one and thus 
providing an easy segue to 
Reunion sign-ups. In a related 
matter, Dimitri proposed, and 
it was approved, that a meal 
and event “a la carte” option 
would be built in for locals and 
others who can only attend 
part of the Reunion. Insistence 
on paying a full day or full 
Reunion was strongly felt to be 
inhibiting attendance among 
locals, who might slink in and slink out, uncomfortably. 
Again, we are all about maximizing attendance, and we have 
a “What would it take to make you come??” attitude.

VENUES AND MENUS Paul Tuhus and Rick Willets 
will do their usual fine job of selecting a blend of favorite and 
new venues, which was probably the highlight for the 35th 
Reunion. New dorms and academic buildings, terraces and 
gardens, museums, Rugby Field House, Skiway, Outing Club, 
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Class Meeting
by Dudley Kay

all Homecoming photos by Peter Elias

40TH REUNION COMMITTEES We officers have 
determined that the 40th Reunion is going to be treated like 
our 50th. As magical as the 50th may sound, the simple fact 
of the matter is that about 15% of us will no longer be above 
the ground for the 50th (mortality statistics compliments of 
Dr. Elias). So, we’re “going for it” and have set an ambitious 
goal of 200 classmates. The College record is 218.

The Reunion Committee is ex-
panding and seeks volunteers 
in certain categories. Co-Chair 
Terry Robinson has taken on 
responsibility for Publicity/
Promotion as well as Enter-
tainment. Our goal is to seek 
leaders in “affinity groups” 
like fraternities, clubs, dorms, 
majors, and the like to dra-
matically increase attendance 
through early word and peer-
to-peer contact. Among those 
who stepped forward to assist 
Terry are Jim Grant, a Kappa 

Sig who recently moved to New Hampshire and attended 
his first post-graduation Homecoming, Dimitri Gerakaris 
a well-known Beta who can bring back the old guard, and 
George Ross, keeper of fraternity records. Terry will also 
work to develop our theme (“Get back! Get back! Get back 
to where you once belonged!”) and a planned series of clever 
word plays, spoofs, and humorous announcements.

On the entertainment side, 
we must ask ourselves if we 
want a rocking band with its 
expense and late night tradi-
tional spot after a big dinner 
and speaker, as with Flash 
Cadillac, or if we want to alter 
the formula with something 
lighter and earlier (Comedy 
Hour? Casino Night?). We’d 
like to reprise the auction with 
its many wonderful donated 
items, but for it to not become 
a private bidding game among 
heavy hitters, the thought is 

to mix auction with raffle tickets so all had chances to win 
for a reasonable contribution to the cause. We are all about 
maximizing participation in everything we do and being 
all-inclusive among constituencies!

George Ross

Terry Robinson

John Leavitt

David Prentice, Bob Shellard, Jim Grant



D E C E M B E R   2 0 0 7 P A G E   3

Baker Lawn, and on and on. So many great campus spots, 
so little time. Help Paul and Rick plot a busy schedule and 
geographical variety. Workshops and speakers this time? Joint 
events with other classes? Golf and tennis? Gathering the day 
before on a well-coordinated Moosilauke trip?

UPGRADING SOUVENIRS We are seeking volunteers 
in the important area of souvenirs—this time we might solicit 
donations of gifts for a goodie bag or financial sponsorship 
to help step up the quality of our souvenirs.

ALUMNI FUND COMMUNICATIONS  Jeff Bloom-
berg (Alumni Fund) and George Ross (Fraternity Giving 

Agent) were advised that the 
Class Officers would like to 
see more participation goals 
set and then participation re-
porting presented in the Class 
newsletter and web site. They 
vowed to link more closely 
and often to Allen Denison 
and Peter Elias. Our participa-
tion rates have been dropping, 
and it’s all part of Class spirit 
and pride to hold our own vs. 
neighboring classes at least in 
participation rates.

BROAD CLASS INITIATIVES, a Remarkable Story 
The Class has constructed a most impressive and varied array 
of projects that should interest every diverse group among our 
classmates: Sponsorship of the Dartmouth Traditions book and 
then ongoing connections with the Hill Winds Society (dedi-
cated to traditions and linking alumni to current students 
and campus life—Dudley Kay, Project Leader), the physical 
maps to be placed around the campus as permanent struc-
tures (Paul Tuhus, Maps Project Leader), and the remarkable 
three-for-two scholarship campaign offered by Classmate Jeff 
Bloomberg whereby three $500,000 scholarship funds will be 
established as a joint effort, with one of them being solely in 
the name of the Class of 1969.

NEW LEADERSHIP We were delighted to see Jim Grant 
and Dan Cooperman (Cleveland) as Homecoming rookies 
who relished their campus visits and were also tickled to see 
old friend Bill Stableford again, as well as John Mathias from 
Chicago, who has graduated his oldest from Dartmouth but 
incredibly has four children attending Dartmouth now (two 
sets of twins!).

Homecoming Report
by Peter Elias, with Dudley Kay

This was probably the best 
Homecoming I (Peter) can 
remember. Lots of folks, great 
weather, good spirits, good 
conversation, planning for fu-
ture projects and events. 

Not everyone in the Class is 
as lucky as Cindy and I, liv-
ing only a few hours from 
Hanover and able to make it 
to Homecoming on a regular 
basis. It has become a tradition 
for me to provide an unofficial 
account of Homecoming to 

accompany the photos posted in the Gallery. (Check the 
Website. Ed.)

Most of us arrived in the rain. The trip from Maine wasn’t 
bad, with only intermittent showers, but Bill Stableford 
described downpours and terrible visibility coming up from 
Connecticut. It was great to see him again.

Dud Kay and Jill Ford arrived 
Thursday and spent time dur-
ing the day Friday doing some 
informal work preparing our 
Class meetings and discus-
sions about Reunion and Class 
Projects.

At 3:30 a small group of us 
(Dudley Kay, Terry Robinson, 
Peter and Cindy Elias, Sue 
Leavitt, Rick and Joan Wil-
lets, Dimitri Gerakaris, David 
Prentice, Paul Tuhus) met at 
Molly’s to talk about some Re-
union issues and to make sure 
we had a table for dinner. We discussed Reunion finances, 
venues and the possibility of a Book. By 5:30 the group had 
expanded and we moved to the back room for dinner.

Rick Willets and Paul Tuhus

Jeff Bloomberg

John Mathias

Clint Harris
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Shortly after 7:00 we moved to Crosby Street to get ready for 
the parade. Fortunately, the College always provides some 
undergraduates to help us line up in order by classes. The 
drizzle gradually increased during the parade and by the time 
the speeches started, it was raining pretty steadily. The count 
of emergency vehicles around the Green goes up every year, 
apparently a result of the College’s liability firm dictating the 
precautions necessary for coverage. The fire was respectable, 
but of course nothing like what we did back in the day.

By 9:00 we had retired to the Hanover Inn, but in Room 107 
rather than our traditional 101.

Saturday, after the class meeting (see previous article), we 
adjourned to the lawn in front of Alpha Delta for the warm-
est and sunniest Tailgate in anyone’s memory. Rumor had 
it that the mercury crept into the mid 70s. And Dartmouth 
beat Columbia! 

At 4:00 p.m. in the Novack Cafe a group of us met with 8-10 
members of the Hill Winds Society and heard about what 
got them interested, what they are learning about Dartmouth 
and themselves, and what sorts of events and activities are 
planned. The collaboration between this group and our Class 
has great promise.

(Dudley adds…) The dinner at 
the Three Tomatoes in Lebanon 
worked out very well. Some, 
including me (Dudley), missed 
the interactive cocktail hour 
and relative quiet and privacy 
that comes with a catered affair 
at the Coolidge. However, we 
were in a rear room and in one 
long table, so the interaction 
was decent. The wine flowed 
heavily from the chicken flag-
ons, and afterwards a number 
of us ventured over to the 
sports and dancin’ Sand Hill 

pub (kind of a country rock band was playing) next door to 
watch the Red Sox – Indians 6th game. It might be noted that 

the Hilary Clinton New Hampshire campaign headquarters 
were also next door so one of us picked up a button and 
bumper sticker the previous day, and this person has great 
plans for them on Halloween Night.

The spirit soared amidst a gorgeous, warm, foliage-n-peak 
status weekend. Despite swirling controversy, our connec-
tions with Hill Winds Students after the football game and 
our own brotherhood drove home the words of a great Dart-
mouth leader: “Within the Dartmouth community there is 
no parting.” We missed all those who could not be there 
but warmly invite you to a most important Homecoming 
in 2008: the pre-Reunion final planning meeting!

Dudley Kay and Dan Cooperman

chicken flagon

reunion planning at Molly’s

Julian’s car     g   

The Dot is closed.
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The Pile
John Sasser «sassdad@gmail.com» checked in with a detailed 
e-mail from his Peace Corps job in Bulgaria. Here is a sum-
mary, but I would be happy to forward the rest to anyone 
who would like it. John’s wife underwent surgery in the 
U.S., complicated by an appendectomy, which needed to be 
performed first. John arrived in time for the second surgery. 
She is fine, now, and back in Bulgaria. John also travelled to 
Angkor Wat, Cambodia, for a conference. He wrote the fol-
lowing about a famous visitor.

“POTUS came to visit, along with FLOTUS. The prepara-
tions were mighty. We had a bunch of volunteers helping 
guide the press around and other chores, and they all 
got to attend the ‘Meet and Greet’ with POTUS at the 
embassy. Our volunteers, who are for the most part a 
bunch of liberal young people, were, upon meeting PO-
TUS face to face…totally charmed! One of the volunteers 
gave POTUS his Peace Corps pin which, when last seen, 
driving to the airport, POTUS was still wearing. Better 
deal for POTUS than his stop in Albania where he shook 
hands with the crowd and they stole his watch.”

That would be, of course, President Of The United States.

Steve Larson forwarded a couple of e-mails from Julian 
Reeves «julian.reeves@gmail.com». One is almost a year old, 
but the picture is cool.

“I’m retired from the Defense Logistics Agency since 
2002. I’ve been working as a contractor (‘beltway bandit’) 
since then, working at TSA, Military Sealift Command, 
Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and, currently, at DHS-Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. I develop human resources policies and 
represent the agency as Employee Assistance Program 
coordinator and member of Telework working group, 
Work/Life Working Group, and Drug-Free Workplace 
Working Group.

“I’m married with a blended family of five adult offspring. 
I am blessed with 4 grandchildren— three boys and one 
girl. Deborah and I travel as often as we can make time 
for it. My one and only hobby is autocross. See attached 
picture (left) of me smiling (You can’t really see the smile 
but try to feel it as I swoop through the corner!)

“If you haven’t tried autocross, I strongly recommend it. 
The only cost is the registration fee. It improves your 
driving skills and your confidence on the road. It should 
be mandatory for teens within the first three months of 
their getting a license.”

Randolph Dominic «rpdominic@yahoo.com» sent a green 
card.

“Trout fishing in Kamchatka, Russia, in August. One of a 
series of hunting and fishing trips to faraway places over 
the last 20 years (Alaska, Canada, the American West, 
Scotland)”

Roberto Sanchez «rsanchezaia@hotmail.com» sent both an 
e-mail and a green card, summarized here. 

“President Wright was here close to me in Sarasota,FL at a 
special function. I am with my wife Mary Jo and hold-
ing an older photo also with President Wright and wife 
taken five years earlier at the Yacht Club in Sarasota.

“The Fenway Hotel project continues well. I am going to 
Brazil in an entourage with Florida governor Charlie 
Crist. The mission: ENERGY. I will be presenting a WTE 
plant concept (Waste To Energy—burn garbage to create 
electricity) for possible construction in Belo Horizonte, 
Minas Gerais, Brazil.

“At the same time, I will be carrying 1000 pounds of hu-
manitarian aid to a homeless shelter. This is through the 
Rotary Club of North Dunedin, Florida.”

Howard Robertson «robertson2@earthlink.net» reminds us

“My third book of poems was published in June, 2007: The 
Bricolage of Kotegaeshi (Omaha NE: The Backwaters Press). 
I have been named a 2007 Jack Straw Writer by Jack 
Straw Studios in Seattle.”

For more information, a picture of Howard, who lives in Eu-
gene, Oregon, and a couple of sample poems, check Howard’s 
website www.howardwrobertson.com.

Mary Jo and Roberto Sanchez 
with Jim and Susan Wright
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clerk and customer both reached for a pen at the check-
out at the same time—passed before their first date. Six 
weeks later, they were engaged.

“There was no question where they’d tie the knot, assum-
ing that Linehan would consent. She’d never completely 
shaken off her first impression of Fergenson. But she was 
happy for the couple and even willing to cut the groom 
some slack.

“‘After she stopped clapping,’ Sussman wrote, ‘she al-
lowed that he might move from hell to purgatory.’”

(OK, after trying to proofread spoken quotes inside of a 
quoted essay inside quoting a newspaper article, I have no 
idea if I got all the quotation marks right. Ed.)

Arthur adds:

“In attendance at the wedding were Class of ’69 Jonathan 
Mark and Benjamin Romney. With his wife, BK Mungia 
and their son, Sandy, Jon led the candlelighting blessing 
in the Havdalah service that began the wedding ceremo-
ny. Also attending was our new classmate, Lynn Lobban 
’69A, who sang Time After Time for Shirley and me at the 
reception preceding the wedding.”

(OK, I know that Cyndi Lauper just popped into your heads, 
but Arthur is referring to the older song. “Time after time/ I tell 
myself that I’m/ So lucky to be loving you.” That one. Ed.)

 “We are off on Tuesday for a week’s honeymoon in Paris, 
where Shirley and I will be spending Thanksgiving with 
Shirley’s youngest child, Lisa, who is a junior at Wes-
leyan spending her term abroad. As I may have written 
before, Shirley’s son, Scott, is a resident at Dartmouth 
Hitchcock. His wife is expecting on December 20, at 
which point I will be a step grandfather.

“I also have professional news. I have been appointed, ef-
fective this August, to a two-year term as Editor in Chief 
of Business Law Today, the magazine of the Business 
Law Section of the American Bar Association. We are 
always looking for articles. I am also now co-chair of the 
Appellate Practice Group of my law firm, DLA Piper.”

Rick Willets «RGWillets@comcast.net» pulled no punches 
in responding to my rant on saving 1960s architecture.

“Get rid of all the Wigs—Now and forever!!! (of course, he 
is referring to the River Cluster. Ed.)

“Webster Hall is a cement blight on the landscape.”

This just in. Charlie Pineo «CCPineoIII@aol.com» just re-
ceived another scouting award. For details, send an e-mail 
to Charlie.

Arthur Fergenson married Shirley Sussman the week after 
homecoming. Shirley has written a detailed essay of the 
courtship and event. I’d forward it to anyone who wants it, 
but hey! congratulate Arthur and Shirley yourself at «Arthur.
Fergenson@dlapiper.com» and maybe he and Shirley will 
send the essay along. A briefer version appeared in the fol-
lowing article and photo by Laura Vozzella, which appeared 
in the November 4, 2007, Baltimore Sun.

“The bride and groom are book lovers, which is why they 
got married a week ago at the Ivy Bookshop in Mount 
Washington, and why their wedding notice will appear 
in Publishers Weekly.

“They met at the store, but six long years passed before 
they got to happily ever after. It was not love at first sight 
for Arthur Fergenson, Shirley Sussman and, most espe-
cially, Darielle Linehan, the bride’s bookstore boss.

“‘In November 2001, during The Ivy’s opening week, 
Arthur Fergenson, attorney and former clerk for Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Warren Burger, strode in, ap-
proached Darielle Linehan, the small shop’s owner, and 
proclaimed, “You’re never going to make it,”’ Sussman 
wrote in an essay about their courtship. ‘Top of his class 
at Yale Law School, he was not often wrong. But he was 
wrong this time.’

“‘[W]henever Arthur returned, filling the shop with politi-
cal and Shakespearean pronouncements, interspersed 
with Gershwin, Porter, and Kern tunes, Darielle would 
retreat to the back room, screw up her lips as if tasting 
something profoundly past its sell-by date, and say, “Oh, 
it’s Arthur. Someone wait on him.”’

“That someone was Sussman, who was put off by Fergen-
son’s predictions for independent bookstores, but also 
‘intrigued.’ ‘I am attracted to intelligence,’ she said.

“Years of plot twists—divorces, rebound relationships, 
close encounters on dates with other people, lots of book 
talk in the stacks, lots of special-order volumes Fergen-
son didn’t really need, and one electric moment when 

Shirley Sussman and Arthur Fergenson
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Bruce T. Cameron
The following obituary, written by Steve Larson, appeared 
in the Dartmouth Alumni Magazine.

“Bruce Thomas Cameron of Brattleboro, Vermont, died at 
home on March 20, 2007 after a long struggle with lung 
cancer. Bruce grew up in Hanover, the son of Donald W. 
Cameron ’35, who worked for many years at the College, 
and Elizabeth C. Cameron. He attended Hanover schools 
and entered Dartmouth as a sophomore. Bruce majored 
in Religion and graduated cum laude. He was a member 
of Kappa Sigma fraternity and the Newman Club. After 
graduation, he received a Fulbright Scholarship to study 
in Germany and was also awarded a James B. Reynolds 
Scholarship to study Christian social ethics at the Univer-
sity of Tubingen. Bruce moved to Brattleboro in 1970 and 
worked for many years at the Brattleboro Retreat. His in-
terests included skiing, golf, songwriting, and woodcarv-
ing. Bruce’s first love was his family, and he is survived 
by his wife, Rebecca, children Ross and Lisa, and brother 
David, Tu ’66.”

Richard Henry 
Osberg
The following obituary appeared in the San Jose Mercury News, 
and was slightly revised by Dick’s wife, Sally.

“A gentle man who loved his family, friends, life and 
work, Richard Osberg died of brain cancer on October 17, 
2007.

“Born in Boston, Richard, who was known as Dick to his 
friends, grew up in New England. He graduated in 1969 
with honors in English from Dartmouth College, which 
also awarded him the Academy of American Poets Po-
etry Prize. At Dartmouth, he studied under Chaucerian 
Alan Gaylord, who became his lifelong friend, and poet 
Richard Eberhart. In recent years, he served the college 
as Visitor to the Chandler Foundation. 

“Dick went on to receive his Ph.D. in Middle English Lit-
erature from Claremont Graduate School. 2007 marked 
his 25th anniversary as Professor of English literature at 
Santa Clara University, where he also directed the Uni-
versity Honors Program and Office of Fellowships. He 
was a well-respected and published scholar whose ex-
pertise included Chaucer, the Middle English lyric, and 

devotional prose; in later years, he developed an interest 
in medievalism, in particular the English Arts and Crafts 
movement. Professor Osberg relished sharing the great 
works of literature with his students, and his passion for 
teaching and learning only grew stronger with the years. 

“Beyond academics, Dick sustained many interests, from 
sailing, skiing, hiking and tennis to woodworking, 
stamp-collecting, and gardening. Friends remember 
his steady hand at the helm, his deft drop-shot, and 
his unflagging sportsmanship. He celebrated his 60th 
birthday this past winter with his wife Sally in Davos, 
Switzerland, where he skied the Parsenn with the grace 
and élan that were his signature. During the spring, he 
began building a small wooden sloop, the perfect vessel 
for teaching his new grandson to sail.

“Dick is survived by his parents, June and Calvin Os-
berg; by sisters Nancy Durocher and Martha Clark; by 
his dearest daughter and son-in law Jerusha and Austin 
Conner, and sweet baby grandson Curtis; and by his 
adored wife of 38 years Sally, to whom he wrote a poem 
every Valentine’s day. 

“He was buried in Phippsburg, Maine at a private fam-
ily service. In lieu of flowers, his family requests that 
contributions be sent to the American Cancer Society, to 
Loaves and Fishes (408-934-4990), or to a charity mean-
ingful to you.”

That’s it for this issue. Send me some e-mails and pictures. 
Watch for a new snail mail address, but the old one will do 
for now. I’ll get some more news on the reunion and our 
class projects. Put the reunion on your calendars. I’ll see 
you there.

Richard Henry Osberg
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Dartmouth 2008
Football Schedule  
9/20  at Colgate
9/27  New Hampshire
10/4  at Pennsylvania
10/11   Yale 
10/18  Holy Cross 
 (Homecoming Weekend)
10/25  at Columbia  
11/1  Harvard  
11/8  at Cornell
11/15  Brown 
11/22  at Princeton

40th Reunion
June 15-18, 2009
Get back! Get back!
Get back to where
you once belonged!
  


