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Homecoming (October 29), Class Officers Weekend (October 1-2), 
and a season of football games are all coming up. The football 
schedule is on the back page. There is no Chalk Talk insert this 

year, so the talks are listed on page 3. If you go to a home game you might 
as well learn something too.

Due to a paucity of classmate news, a large portion of this issue is dedicated 
to the class survey which Rick Willets presented at last year’s reunion. 
I compared it to similar results from this year’s Class of 1970 survey, but 
in most cases, they are a lot like us. 

We lost two more classmates and a beloved spouse, also noted herein.

Dimitri Gerakaris has sent classmates several updates on the Haiti water 
filter project. Delays caused the water filters to arrive after the earthquake, 
when they were needed most, as it turns out. Three filters are now pro-
viding clean water to 1350 families, and three more will be shipped in 
November.

Classmate John Kitzhaber is in a gubernatorial race again (yes, he’s run-
ning for guber). John served as Oregon’s governor from 1995-2003, after 
a long career in the Oregon House of Representatives and Senate. Kase 
Kasemeyer and I met him recently at a political event, representing 1/6 
of the class voting block for Oregon (including John). Lots of information 
is at www.johnkitzhaber.com. His Republican opponent is Chris Dudley, 
Yalie and former center for the Portland Trailblazers.

Most of you recently received a report and thanks from class head agent 
John Myers. For the last fiscal year, the Class of 1969 raised $271,946 for 
the Dartmouth College Fund, with class participation of 45.8%. John has 
a new e-mail address two inches to the left. You’ll want to note that, since 
the new fund-raising year has begun.

We do have some news from loyal correspondents. I know that there is 
more out there, so use the green card if you have to, but to save time and 
increase legibility, please e-mail at «allendenison@comcast.net». Steve 
Larson and Peter Elias would love to hear from you too.
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have ideas for our next project, 
which I will share with you 
soon.”

   Dimitri

Prat added:

“There aren’t too many new updates since we last talked. 
A big one is that the college is looking to get involved in 
some long term projects down in Haiti and the Domini-
can Republic and our organization has been asked (by 
our sponsoring organization the Tucker Foundation) to 
propose possible student trips and activities and possible 
involvement down there. The involvement we are hoping 
to implement is one with an active research aspect where 
students would go down and examine sites where filters 
have been implemented and collect data and then go and 
put in new filters at new sites as well. The next year, the 
next group of students would collect data from old sites 
and they would also put in a new filter. This way, over 
the years, we would be able to collect substantive data 
and hopefully be able to distinctively show the effect of 
water filters on these populations.

“We would like to thank the Dartmouth Class of 1969 
again for without this initial grant, we would never have 
been able to propose such a project to the college. 

“I’ll keep you updated on the status of the other three 
filters. Right now it’s looking like they’ll go in some time 
in November-early December. Haiti’s election is in the 
October-November date range so I believe Clean Water 
for the World is trying to avoid going down at that time.

“Thank you and let me know if you need anything else.”

      Prat
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Haitian Water Filters
Dimitri Gerakaris updated the class officers on the Haitian 
water filter project which was funded with $9000 from the 
Class of 1969 Special Projects grant (see December, 2009, 
newsletter). Pratyaksh (“Prat”) K. Srivastava ’12 added an 
update, which Dimitri forwarded.

“Due to fortunate paperwork delays that prevented the 
filters from being destroyed in the quake, three of the 
water filters arrived in Haiti after the quake and are 
providing yeoman service, and the other three are to be 
sent in November. Here is an image of the original three 
before they arrived with their class of ’69 donation labels.

“Our student contact, Prat Srivastava ’12, founder of 
Dartmouth for Clean Water, informs us that with respect 
to filter maintenance and quality control, sister organiza-
tion Clean Water for the World states they have hired a 
Haitian in the area who was educated in the US to look 
after the filters and make sure they are being used prop-
erly. The water is regularly checked for contaminants, 

and the results have been 
stellar.

“At Thomazeau Haiti 
school, that unit is serv-
ing 450 students and 
their families; at Jounau 
300 families, and at Mer-
ceron 600 families.

“We can really feel great 
the Class of ’69 has made 
such a positive impact on 
so many lives! I already 

The first three water filters

Using the Thomazeau filter Preparing a water filter for use



with some of the most resilient and resourceful people 
in the world. I am still teaching and enjoying mentoring 
students at Montana State University and ski racing on 
the weekends.”

If you missed Peter Lawrence at the Reunion, he updates:

“Same old... Still at UCLA and wife, Karen, is President of 
Sarah Lawrence, so we spend a lot of time on the plane! 
Hoping to learn that there is a second life where we can 
relax!”

Richard Jenson is on the road again:

“I’ve deluded myself into believing I could still have a 
middle aged crisis by buying a new Road King Classic (a 
Harley touring bike). Looking forward to enjoying it in 
my retirement in a couple of years.”

David Abbott «dmageol@msn.com» e-mailed:

“I haven’t written to the ’69 Times in a while and decided 
some updating is in order. I’m still working as a consult-
ing geologist, primarily on industrial minerals—the 
kind you use all the time but don’t think about, for 
example, salt, a mineral, halite, that we eat—but I also 
work in precious and base metals. Last June, I missed 
the reunion because I was in Rabat, Morocco, for a week 
assisting a government agency to package various min-
eral properties for joint venture presentation to mining 
exploration companies. In December, I helped the same 
group market these properties at the Northwest Mining 
Association meeting in Reno, NV. I also completed the 
annual ore reserve audit for Stillwater Mining Company, 
the only primary palladium and platinum producer in 
the US—the metals used in your catalytic converters. I 
worked for a wallboard maker looking at potential new 
gypsum deposits for their wallboard plant and per-
formed a purchase price allocation on some mica proper-
ties. Did you know that a significant percentage of the 
plastic under your car’s hood is composed of mica so that 
it can withstand the engine heat? I was also the general 
chairman for the American Institute of Professional 
Geologists Annual Meeting held in Grand Junction, CO, 
at the beginning of October.

“I’m also an active interviewer of applicants to Dart-
mouth and have already interviewed one Early Decision 
applicant for the class of 2014 this fall and am getting 
ready for more interviews in January. The interviewing 
reminded me that one of the stalwarts of the Denver 
Dartmouth Alumni club when I was an undergrad was a 
member of the class of 1916. This certainly provides some 
perspective on time.”
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Faculty Chalk Talks
All talks are 10-11 a.m. in Alumni Hall.

Free and open to the public before home football games.

SEPTEMBER 25 vs. Sacred Heart
A TEAR AT THE EDGE OF CREATION: A RADICAL NEW 
VISION FOR LIFE IN AN IMPERFECT UNIVERSE
Marcelo Gleiser
Professor of Physics and Astronomy and the Appleton Pro-
fessor of Natural Philosophy

OCTOBER 9 vs. Yale
REFLECTIONS ON THE LIBERAL ARTS
Jim Yong Kim
President, Dartmouth College

OCTOBER 16 vs. Holy Cross
SEARCHING FOR BIJAH AND LUCY: A PERSONAL ODYS-
SEY TO FIND THE BLACK SETTLERS OF VERMONT
Gretchen Holbrook Gerzina
Professor of English, Chair of the Department of English, 
and the Kathe Tappe Vernon Professor in Biography

OCTOBER 30 vs. Harvard—Homecoming
THE LEE HARVEY OSWALD BACKYARD PHOTOS: REAL 
OR FAKE?
Hany Farid 
Professor of Computer Science and the William H. Neukom 
1964 Distinguished Professor of Computational Science

NOVEMBER 13 vs. Brown
DARTMOUTH’S INDIAN HISTORY
Colin Calloway
Professor of Native American Studies and the John Kimball 
Jr. 1943 Professor of History

The Pile
Cliff Montagne «montagne@montana.edu» (type carefully) 
sent in a green card.

“Cliff Montagne was in northern Mongolia in May (that 
would be 2009. ed.) and June instead of the Reunion. 
We continue to work with our BioRegions Program at 
“the end of the road” with some of the poorest nomadic 
herders in the world. (www.bioregions.org) I visited 
the Switzerland of Southern Siberia in October to begin 
working with the same ethnic group on the other side 
of the border. It is personally stimulating to be working 
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Tom Parks’ wife, Betty Lou, died 
unexpectedly on January 16. She 
and Tom had attended many class 
events, including the last reunion. 
Many of our classmates attended 
her funeral in Biddeford, Maine, 
and Tom sent the following e-mail 
to Dimitri Gerakaris to express 
his appreciation.

“Mike, Kathy, and I were over-
whelmed by the response of 

folks to Betty Lou’s funeral service Saturday (1/23/2010). 
It was amazing to see how many classmates from “way 
back” took the time to come to honor her. Bill Donovan, 
Tupper Kinder, Tom Cronan, Mark Schleicher and Pete 
Zacchilli along with Bill, Tupper and Pete’s spouses were 
all at the service and you and Mary, Rob and Nicki Nor-
vich, Tom and Betty Weldy and Lew Podolske not only 
were at the service but also came back to the house for 
some comforting fellowship time (Norv and Nicki even 
stayed a couple days extra to support my family). I’ve 
also heard from several other classmates who sent flow-
ers and other expressions of sympathy. One of the flower 
arrangements was a beautiful green and white one from 
“the class of ’69”. It is never easy and I will grieve deep 
and long at the loss of my life partner and soul-mate but 
seeing her honored as she was has been a great blessing 
as we struggle with her loss.

“Please pass this e-mail along...as my thank you for 
remembering a woman who began her married life with 
me 42 years ago at Rollins Chapel, Thayer Hall and The 
Beta House. The old ties hold; thanks for caring!”

      Tom

John Husted
The following e-mail was sent to the class listserv from John’s 
e-mail address, so the the sender is unknown, but we thank 
the sender for informing the class of John’s life and death.

“John Husted passed away March 1, 2010 at his home in 
Treasure Island, Florida, from heart failure. He was the 
eldest son of Harold H. and Barbara R. Husted. John 
grew up in North Plainfield, NJ where he was valedicto-
rian of his graduating class and a champion pole vaulter. 
At Dartmouth he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
Honor Society, Sigma Nu Delta fraternity and he sang in 
the Glee Club. At the age of 23, while in graduate school, 
John developed chronic schizophrenia. This disease 
devastated his brain and thought processes, destroying 
his early promise. Despite the fact that the schizophrenia 
damaged many of his close relationships with fam-

ily and friends, his mother, 
Barbara, maintained a loving 
and caring bond with him 
throughout his life. He is sur-
vived by his mother Barbara, 
brother Rick Husted, and sister 
Heidi Quist, all of Denver and 
his sister, Cindy LeFever, of 
Red Bank, NJ. A graveside 
service was held on Thursday, 
April 1 at Littleton Cemetery 
in Littleton, Colorado.”

David Foster
Steve Larson forwarded the following obituary, originally 
printed in the Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune.

“Foster, David Carey: Born March 25, 1946, in Minne-
apolis, died suddenly on Saturday, May 29, 2010, while 
bicycling with a friend on a scenic highway in Wis-
consin. He had a good ride, in life and in death. David 
was preceded in death by his parents, Wood Robertson 
Foster and Elizabeth Thrall Foster. While a high school 
student at St. Paul Academy, David spent his junior year 
in Davos, Switzerland. He graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1969, and earned an MA in ecology from the 
University of Minnesota. In the early ’70s, he became 
an Environmental Associate with the Sigurd Olson 
Environmental Institute at Northland College. In 2008, 
David retired as a longtime environmental analyst for 
the Minnesota Department of Health. David loved the 
outdoors, travel, biking, and skiing. This February, he 
completed his 21st Birkebeiner (cross country ski mara-
thon). For the past 25 years, David and his wife Cynthia 
have shared their home and the Foster family cabin with 
friends, family, and international students. They were 
never far from a globe or an atlas: David loved to read 
and discuss historical narratives, especially accounts of 
exploration and discovery, but also biography, architec-
ture, and military history. In addition to his wife Cynthia 
Michael Foster, David is survived by his son, Andrew W. 
Foster and Andrew’s mother Mary Durfee; siblings Dut-
ton Foster (Caroline), Wood R. Foster Jr. (Jane Severns), 
Ned Foster (Laura Tiffany), Lisa B. Foster (Bill Marshall); 
many loving nieces and nephews; and Cynthia’s Du Toit, 
Michael, and Beson families. We thank David’s loyal 
cycling friends, especially Steve Faltesek, who was with 
David on his last ride. No one had a better friend than 
David. He will be remembered in Chile, Mexico, China, 
and Pakistan as a loving host parent; in St. Paul as a 
member of the Habitat for Humanity St. Paul Regulars; 
and in his neighborhood as the guy with the hyperactive 
black Labrador.”
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Survey Results
For last year’s reunion, Rick Willets sent out a survey, which 
was printed in the April, 2009, newsletter. There were 208 re-
spondents. At the Reunion, Rick presented the results along 
with his hilarious and insightful comments, diversions, and 
illustrations. You might be able to talk Rick out of a copy of 
the Power Point presentation, but it is a huge file, so it can’t 
be easily e-mailed. A PDF of the results is available, but for 
the idly curious, the following synopsis should cover the 
hot topics. This is a meager imitation, a factual and lifeless 
recounting of the dry results. As it always is with Reunions, 
you had to be there. I will remind you of this as our 45th 
Reunion approaches. Be there.

The Class of 1970 issued a class survey which, curiously, 
included many similar questions. They had only 70 respon-
dents, but many of their results were remarkably similar. I 
was hoping to compare and contrast the major differences 
between the two classes, but, amazingly, they are just like us. 
The Class of 1970 has thoughtfully allowed outsiders, such 
as us, to see their survey results on their class website, if you 
want to check them out thoroughly. They are at http://www.
dartmouth.org/classes/70/reunions/40th/Survey_Results/
SurveySummary.html or just google “Dartmouth alumni” 
and click the various prompts.

These are the facts pretty much as Rick presented them, 
unfortunately with only a smattering of his graphics. (Com-
ments and updates in parentheses are from the editor, not 
Rick. He had plenty of his own comments.)

33% of our class believe in more 
than one paranormal event, 
mostly aliens and area 51.

51% believe in intelligent life 
somewhere else in the uni-
verse.

43% disagree with the statement 
“Nothing is impossible.” 43% 
said that it is impossible to an-
swer this question. (Logicians, 
take note.)

In the last election, 68% voted 
for Obama, 28% for McCain 
(very similar to the class of 
1970).

55% feel that online voting for 
President is not a good idea.

72% believe that Sarah Palin 
would not have been a good 
vice president, but two people 
who thought that she would 
be a good vice president voted 
for Obama.

12% have voted for a candidate 
based on party affiliation even 
when the other candidate was 
obviously more qualified.

54% feel that John Kerry de-
served his war medals.

81% feel that Saddam Hussein had no part in 9/11.

When considering whether or not they have confidence in 
the government, 58% say that it depends on the issue.

54% felt that the economy would recover in 2-5 years (that 
would be 1-4 years now). 32% said that the economy would 
recover in a year or two. (Remember that the survey was in 
the Spring of 2009, close to the time that we now think of as 
“the bottom.” Are we feeling OK yet?)

33% think that they dance well. 15% think that their wives 
would say, “He thinks so, but...”

27% daydream about being famous. 12% claim that they are 
famous.

35% have thought that they 
might be a little insane (more 
than twice as many as the 
Class of 1970).

70% believe that evolution is a 
valid theory. 24% say it is fact, 
not theory.

70% believe that homosexual-
ity is a genetic predisposition 
or a genetic imperative.

56% feel that same-sex marriage should be legalized. 36% 
believed in civil unions rather than marriage.

90% are not homophobic. 9% said, “I hope not, but I’m not 
sure.”

42% feel that racism was still prevalent in most of the United 
States. 31% said that it is in much of the USA, but not most.

68% think that global warming is a real threat to the earth. 
65% feel that it was caused in 
large part by human activity.

58% have not significantly 
changed their lifestyle because 
of environmental concerns, 30% 
have changed, and 13% have 
always lived “green.”
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Among the Most Valued Posses-
sions: pictures, books, watches, 
clocks, sports equipment, and... 
an 1848 Braided Hair Large 
Cent, a signed copy of Marion 
Levy’s Nine Laws of Disillusion-
ment of the True Liberal, and the 
best answer to “Most Valued 
Possession”— “That is a hard 
on,” possibly a Freudian typo.

Success was credited to:

 important somewhat of little  
  important importance

hard work 74% 24% 2%
intelligence 69% 29% 2%
friends and family 51% 37% 12%
luck 42% 42% 16%
Dartmouth educ. 26% 61% 13%
God 26% 21% 54%

28% have lived in a third world 
country, including Turkey, Ne-
pal, Ukraine, Kenya, India, 
Philippines, and most of South 
America. One person asked if 
he could count New Jersey. Four 
counted Texas. Also, Washing-
ton D.C. during the Marion 
Berry years.

49% know their own IQ.

30% are fluent in a foreign language.

In 2008, 72% received no bonus. 3% received over $500,000 
(No. You’ll just have to guess.)

36% have experienced being “downsized” or otherwise 
involuntarily let go from work.

23% have significantly changed 
their life styles as a result of the 
economic downturn.

47% feel underpaid. 11% feel 
overpaid. 42% feel that their 
pay is just right.

30% do not have enough mon-
ey. 61% have enough money. 
9% have more than enough 
money. 1 person has too much 
money. (Again. Guess.)

Confucius said, “It is a wise man who knows that enough is 
truly an abundance.” 80% agree. 13% say that they “agree, 
but I’m still a greedy bastard.”

I am obsessive when it comes to: sex, looking at women, neat-
ness, language usages, being on time, “lots of things—Hell, 
I’m German.”

34% are expected to be available for work 24/7/365. 13% no 
longer work.

79% use credit cards when making a purchase over $20. 
10% use cash.

6% have never shopped online.

6% (same guys?) do not have a cell phone. 44% always have 
it with them. 44% don’t.

Most people want to travel before it is too late. One wants 
to re-read Don Quixote.

25% have high blood pressure.

33% have high cholesterol.

4% have had a heart attack.

4% have had a joint replace-
ment.

20% have had cancer.

24% have had a vasectomy. (There were similar results on 
all medical questions for the Class of 1970.)

73% feel that it is worse if the body outlasts the brain.

66% have a living will.

24% believe that there is life 
after death, 37% don’t, 35% say 
“maybe.”

If there is life after death, 84% 
say that they are going to 
Heaven. 16% say that they are 
going to Hell.

23% personally know someone 
who is going to Hell. 19% don’t. 
58% don’t believe in Hell but 
know someone who is going 
there anyway.

In high school, 8% were theatri-
cal, 9% were artistic, 11% were 
cool, 12% were non-descript, 
19% were nerds, 19% were non-
conformists, 20% were musical, 
31% were awkward, 33% were 
shy, 35% were jocks, 40% were 
popular, 48% were studious, 
58% were brains, one guy said 
that he was an “obnoxious 
goody-goody.”
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Funniest comedian: Bill Cosby, Groucho Marx, Johnny Car-
son, Lucille Ball, Peter Sellers, Richard Prior, Red Skelton. The 
top four, in alphabetical order: George Carlin, Steve Martin, 
Jerry Seinfeld, Robin Williams.

When you were growing up, who did you think was the 
“coolest” well known person, real or fictional? Superman, 
Steve McQueen, Davy Crockett, Brett Maverick, the Beatles, 
Wire Paladin, Edd Byrnes, Horatio Hornblower, Howdy 
Doody, Jonas Salk, Winston Churchill, the Mouseketeers, 
the Lone Ranger, The Magnificent Seven, John Drake (Secret 
Agent Man), Herbert Philbrick (I Led Three Lives), Johnny 
Crawford (The Rifleman), Albert 
Schweitzer, Desi Arnaz. The 
top four, in alphabetical order: 
James Bond, John Kennedy, 
Mickey Mantle, Elvis Presley.

92% are happy with their lives.

74% do not have black, tarry 
stools. 23% don’t look. (from 
the Minnesota Multiphasic Per-
sonality Inventory, if you really 
don’t remember)

Favorite toys as kids: Winky 
Dink and you, baseball gear, 
Erector set, trains, bike, and 
the number one favorite toy 
—guns.

Favorite toys today: cars and 
tractors, iPod and cell phones, 
computer, golf stuff, boats, guns, bike and other sports equip-
ment, “my wife, or a computer,” Viagra.

What possession have you had 
the longest? Stainless steel 
mixing bowls, fraternity keg, 
Sunday School Perfect Atten-
dance Award, large Confederate 
flag (won’t display it), stuffed 
elephant, teddy bear, guitar, 
5th grade relay baton, Fuller 
Brush nail brush, belt from high 
school, tuxedo bought fresh-
man year which still fits, senior 
year high school blazer.

20% have been detained by the police, 4% have been ar-
rested, and 10% have been jailed overnight. 63% have been 
good little angels.

Greatest modern invention: computers, the internet, planes, 
cars, and trains, antibiotics, vaccines, MRI, internal combus-
tion engine, air conditioning 
(from an Arizonan).

Greatest discovery: penicil-
lin, fire, electricity, the wheel, 
writing, birth control pills.  A 
major discovery made by one 
classmate— girls like sex too.

Greatest trivial invention: cell 
phone, remote control, televi-
sion, hula hoop, can opener, 
internet, paper clip, pet rock, 
silly putty, iPod, nose hair trim-
mers, baseball bat doughnut, 
bikini, thermodilution Qs/Qp 
measurement device, “my new 
interior design for Amtrak par-
lour cars.” 

What event in history would 
you change? War, religion, 
slavery, Vietnam war, George 
W. Bush election, allow the 
South to secede. The top four: 
9/11, Lincoln assassination, 
JFK assassination, Hitler. And 
the grandaddy of all—prevent 
Adam from eating the apple.

Prevent Adam 
from eating the 

apple
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Dartmouth 2010
Football Schedule  
9/18  at Colgate
9/25  Sacred Heart
10/2  at Pennsylvania
10/9   Yale 
10/16  Holy Cross 
10/23  at Columbia
10/30  Harvard
     (Homecoming Weekend)  
11/6  at Cornell
11/13  Brown 
11/20  at Princeton


