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The ’69 Times
\

We have many photos in this issue, due to many events and the 
active participation of many photographers. Winter can be a 
little slow as far as class activities, so be sure to send your up-

dates to Steve, Peter and me. In the meantime, your classmates are busy 
planning the 50th reunion, so join in the fun. Contact John Mathias to 
join the approximately monthly class call. Also, please help us locate the 
missing classmates who were listed in earlier issues. Send your email 
address to Peter Elias at pheski69@gmail.com if your name is on the list.

A bunch of us met for Homecoming October 18-19. We had a class meeting, 
but most class business is handled at an almost-monthly call with Class 
President John Mathias. Rick Willets organized Homecoming activities 
and ran the class meeting in Hanover. His report of the weekend was, 
“Everything was fine,” which I can verify. The activities were, as usual, 
dinner at Molly’s, march in the parade, meet for sumptuous snacks or-
ganized by Ann and Mark Bankoff Saturday at the class tent in front of 
Heorot, go to the game (we won), have a class meeting, Saturday dinner 
at the Canoe Club. Check out the pictures on pages six and seven. It is 
fun. Go next year for the Yale game, October 10.

An even bigger reunion, as it turns out, was the Mets game September 
14 at Citi Field in New York. Dudley Kay provided a synopsis, and many 
people sent pictures. Check them out too.

Many people have contributed photographs for this issue, and honestly, 
after all of the forwarding and renaming files, I’m not sure that I got 
the individual attributions correct. My faithful stringers include Mark 
Bankoff, Henry Allen, Dudley Kay (Jill Ford, actually), John Myers, 
Dimitri Gerakaris, and John Naitove. Thanks, everyone.

Russ Granik was inducted into the Wearers of the Green at Homecoming, 
based on his recent induction into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame for Men’s Basketball.

Eldon Hall’s obituary appears on page two. The College notified us of the 
death on October 17 of A. John Skirius, PhD., of Los Angeles. Also, Jack 
French of Charlestown, Massachusettes died November 11, 2014 after a 
long battle with cancer. Look for obituaries in a later issue.
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Class Grants
Due to scheduling opportunities, we had a pre-class meet-
ing at the Hanover Inn after the bonfire to hear this year’s 
Class of 1969 Special Project Grant proposal from WISE@
Dartmouth. Also, we had an update by Kate Castillo ’15 on 
our $5000 grant to Athletes United approved at last year’s 
class meeting.

Dimitri Gerakaris stated in the May newsletter “I would 
like to keep an eye out for a recipient group that advances 
the safety and rights of women on campus as a show of our 
solidarity against sexual abuse.” He found a good one and 
later wrote, “After due diligence, I feel we have a very exciting 
and solid group of Dartmouth students to recommend for 
the Class of 1969 Special Project Grant. WISE@Dartmouth is 
a student formed and run organization that works to ensure 
no Dartmouth student victim of sexual assault ever has to go 
through the post trauma process alone and that they have 
well-trained and confidential help and counseling.”

Caeli Cavanagh ’14 and Ruby Hopkins ’16 made a presen-
tation to the attending classmates, and a $5000 grant was 
unanimously approved. The following is an edited version 
of the grant statement, but I can send the full statement 
upon request:

“It is crucial for survivors of sexual assault to be con-
nected to support services that are confidential, trauma 
informed and empowering. Our Dartmouth student run 
organization WISE@Dartmouth’s goal is to ensure that 
no student ever has to go through a crisis alone. WISE@
Dartmouth bridges Dartmouth students with WISE of 
the Upper Valley. WISE is a crisis center based in Leba-
non, NH, that aids people dealing with issues related to 
sexual assault, dating violence and stalking. Dartmouth 
is part of the Upper Valley and thus WISE cares about 
and supports Dartmouth students as part of our com-
munity.

“The first goal of WISE@Dartmouth is to create discussion 
about dating violence and sexual assault that not only 
informs students, but inspires them to act. A second goal 
is to broaden our presence on campus. The third goal is 
one that hopes to grow the WISE@Dartmouth organiza-
tion and set up Dartmouth students for a lifelong goal of 
philanthropic activity. 

“Grant proposal: 

“Zip Car Membership: $1,200 —To cover zip car use for 
our organization to provide trained assistance to victims 
at Dartmouth Hitchcock and other venues.

“Benefit events: $3,800—Multi-purpose on-campus events 
to raise awareness of resources, learn about the issue of 
sexual assault, recruit student advocates, and raise funds 

to benefit WISE. Includes materials to hand out, speakers 
and logistics. 

“This seed money of $5,000 should help us raise aware-
ness of Wise@Dartmouth to become self-sufficient from 
here on.”

Eldon J. Hall 
The following is Steve Larson’s obituary for Eldon Hall:

Eldon died peacefully in his sleep at his home in Ely, Min-
nesota on August 11, 2014 after battling COPD for eight years.

Following Dartmouth, Eldon earned his JD at the University 
of Minnesota Law School and began a private practice in Ely 
in 1973. During his 30 years in the Minnesota judicial system 
he served as an assistant St. Louis County attorney, a judge 
for the 6th Judicial district and finally retired from the St. 
Louis County Public Defender’s office in 2004. For 22 years 
Eldon was a member of the Minnesota Air National Guard 
retiring as a Master Sergeant.

Eldon played guitar with classmates Bob Lundquist and 
Dave Cross in the band The Coming Thing and was the 
guitarist for Ham Sandwich with other Dartmouth men. He 
later continued his musical pursuits with family and friends 
as lead guitar for a local band in his home town.

Eldon was preceded in death by his parents and is survived 
by his wife of 32 years, Jane; his son Ian and granddaughter 
Chelsea Sheebloom and many other relatives and longtime 
friends.

According to his wishes there was no service and the fam-
ily will hold a private celebration of his life at a later time.

Dimitri with grant recipients Caeli Cavanagh ’14,                 
Ruby Hopkins ’16, and Kate Castillo ’15 (MB)
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The Pile
Dave Cross «rockodiles@nventure.com» is still a rock and 
roller, and recently wrote to Steve Larson, who forwarded 
this to me.

“Juggling lots o’ stuff: 1) still playing drums (since 1992!) 
in The ROCKODILES (www.therockodiles.net) with two 
other grandpas and occasionally freelancing, 2) teach-
ing private drum lessons, 3) sub teaching in the local 
public school district, and 4) tutoring via same. Coolest 
developments are grandson Milo (almost 2); his sister 
who should arrive any day (perhaps momentarily) and, 
I hope, with a name; and a foster grandson (two months 
younger than Milo, his foster cousin) who, it appears 
almost certain, will soon become an adoptive grandson 
(sorry I can’t brag about him by name while he’s in foster 
care). My daughters Alison, an ER RN, and Anna, cur-
rently on maternity leave from Starbucks, continue to 
bless me for no apparent reason.”

Dave also sent a picture and a story. He interviewed Trevor 
Nealon ’02 years ago, and a neighbor remembered the con-
nection and suggested that Dave look up Trevor in Austin, 
Texas, when he went there. Dave thought that Trevor might 
be “an investment banker, tech CEO, football coach, etc.” 
but Trevor is now...playing in a band! They weren’t playing 
in Austin, but the next time The Band of Heathens came to 
Seattle, Dave got to see the show and pose for a picture with 
Trevor, along with Gordy Quist ’02.

 

Jim Sheldon «james.sheldon@duke.edu» writes:

“The last newsletter asked for ‘photos, nostalgia, and oth-
er stuff’ so here is a pic I am certain has never appeared 
anywhere. On the start date of a prior reunion (2009?), 
several of us made a trek up Mt. Moosilauke for old 
time’s sake. Despite the fact that it was June, there was 
fog, rain, and hail—typical New Hampshire summer 
day. And unfortunately, as you can see from the picture, 
the view was rather limited. But, there was the victory of 
making it up to the top and back again with no injuries 
to report. (The climbers) are all former members of the 
Rugby Club and/or football team and still in relatively 
good shape.”

Charlie Pineo «ccpineoiii@aol.com» continued his activities 
with the Boy Scouts:

“Here’s a short write-up about a canoe trip I helped 
organize & lead this summer for a co-ed group of older 
Scouts from the northern suburbs of Atlanta. We pad-
dled nearly 125 miles from the Boy Scouts’ national high 
adventure canoe base near Ely, Minnesota, to a lake on 
the Trans-Canada Highway west of Atikokan, Ontario. 
From there, we were shuttled to the Boy Scouts’ canoe 
base near Atikokan, took our shuttle back to Minneapo-
lis, and flew home. We were on the water 9 days. Trip of 
a lifetime for the youth, and a great time was had by all! 
(Charlie sent a picture, but unfortunately, I couldn’t lift it 
from the article to include it here. Sorry, Charlie. ed.):

“Charles Pineo paddled across the Boundary Waters Ca-
noe Wilderness Area and Quetico Provincial Park with 
Venturing Crew 87, Roswell Presbyterian Church. They 
were a co-ed crew with 3 young women, 2 young men, 2 
adult advisors. They were on the water 9 days (July 1-9) 
and paddled from Moose Lake, MN (Sommers Canoe 
Base) to Lerome Lake, Ontario, on the Trans-Canada 
Highway just west of Atikokan and not far from Rogert 

Gordy Quist, Dave Cross and Trevor Nealon at The Tractor 
Tavern, Seattle, WA on 9-19-14

Jim Sheldon, Steve Paige, Gary Day, Mike Vasey, and Bruce 
Hamilton

Bill Coulson «wrc@gcjustice.com» attached a 20 page article, 
They’re Playing Our Song!, that he published on music copy-
right cases and his Andrew Lloyd Webber litigation. It’s a 
bit detailed for inclusion here, but for those who are secretly 
singing, “My Sweet Lord doo lang doo lang doo lang” to 
yourselves, contact Bill and I’m sure that he can email you 
the file, or I can send it.
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Canoe Base. The distance covered was about 125 miles 
with thirty-plus portages totaling about 5 miles.

“Their preparations included taking the Northern Tier 
Preparation course and Canoeing Merit Badge at the 
Camp Allatoona Aquatics Base. 

“Charles Pineo is an associate crew advisor both in Crew 
469 here in the AT District and in Crew 87 in the North-
ern Ridge District. He is also a District Member at Large 
and Unit Commissioner in the AT District.

“Source: Atlanta Area Council, BSA. Appalachian Trail 
District Newsletter, July 23, 2014.”

Arthur Fergenson «Arthur.
Fergenson@ANSALAW.COM» 
visited class secretary and newly 
appointed trustee to the board 
of the American Shakespeare 
Center in Staunton VA, Steve 
Larson «wheat69@outlook.com», 
who took this picture of Arthur 
sporting a deer stalker hat. In 
case you’ve never seen one with 
the flaps down, it looks like this.

I included green cards with the last issue to see what would 
turn up, and I got three responses. I prefer email because 
I am really lazy and I can cut and paste your emails, but I 
appreciate correspondence in any form, and if you don’t get 
a green card, you can always send me regular mail. I notice 
that all three cards have full-priced, envelope-type postage 
on them anyway. At least, I think they do, since they all say 
“forever,” so perhaps the postage is “whatever.” Another 
good reason for email is that I can read them and transcribe 
them accurately, but I am grateful to Bill Lind, who typed 
his very legible green card. Many thanks.

Jeff Katz «katzhogan@gmail.com» sent a green card:

“Just beginning to ‘surface’ after a long immersion in 
medical care. Two years ago, started with surgery for 
lung cancer (found from a non-medicare unauthorized 
CT scan), then leukemia and a bone marrow transplant. I 
still have some work to do, but life is looking beautiful —
there just are no bad days. Family well, kids just split 
California for Pennsylvania and Colorado.”

William S. Lind is in Cleveland and sent the following mes-
sage typed on a green card:

You don’t have my e-mail address because I will not have or 
use a computer. Computers are like serfs; you let them work 
for you in the fields but you do not invite them into the manor 
house. Writing on a IBM Selectric works just fine. I have three 
new books coming out before the end of the year, all from 
Castalia House publishers. The first are a collection of my 
On War Columns 2004-2009 and Victoria: A Novel of Fourth 
Generation War. The latter is set fifty years in the future in 
New England; Dartmouth makes several appearances. The 
third book, Fourth Generation Warfare Handbook, is a follow-on 
to my Maneuver Warfare Handbook which came out in 1985 
and is still in print (it came out last year in Estonian). I also 
write a military/foreign policy column for The American Con-
servative Magazine and another column for Traditionalright.
com (someone else puts it in the computer). So long as I can 
still get typewriter ribbons and the mails still run, I see no 
reason to retire to doing nothing.”

On another green card, Bill Ferguson, PhD. «rafergie@
verizon.net» writes:

“Hi Folks,

“I’ve been retired from the practice of psychology for 
some time due to neurological complications from a long 
undiagnosed case of severe Lymes Disease. We have two 
boys, one 37 and one who is 24 and is studying for his 
masters in Mechanical Engineering at Penn State.

“I volunteer three days a week at a nearby nursing home 
and in spare time, restore old golf clubs, collect canes 
and walking sticks and most recently am collecting older 
mechanical pencils. If you have any old ‘spiral’ Scriptos 
you’re not using, I’d be glad to have them.”

And two more selfies. Keep ’em coming.

Arthur Fergenson and 
deerstalker at Steve Larson’s 
house

Dick Glovsky                        
(thanks for the props, Dick)

Doug Webber
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Steve Adams «waldomellon@hughes.net» has written a 
book. This is what he sent to his Facebook friends, and now 
to his classmates.

 “I have written a book. It’s called, What’s What And What 
To Do About It. I like my book. My book is not a novel. 
My book is a self-help book. Kind of. It’s meant to be 
both serious and funny. What I would like is for Every-
body I Know Even Slightly to buy my book, either in the 
cheapskate e-book form or in the luxurious hold-it-in-
your-hand-paper-pages form. And then what I would 
like is for Everybody I Know Even Slightly to ask Every-
body They Know Even Slightly to buy my book. Ulti-
mately what I would really like is for this chain of events 
to keep repeating itself until Everybody In The Entire 
World has at least 6-7 copies of my new self-help book. 
However, if just a couple of you buy it that would be 
good too. If you think you might want my book, What’s 
What And What To Do About It, go either to my website 
at waldomellon.com to see if it might be for you, or to 
Amazon.com and type in ‘Waldo Mellon,’ at which time 
everything will then spring to life. Hopefully.”

Bill Stableford «wstableford43@comcast.net » just returned 
from a trip to Florida.

“Following a canoe paddle on November 12 on the Or-
ange River in Ft. Meyers, Florida looking for manatees, 
Bill Stableford and Pete Anderson stood by this model. 
Bill and Pete were senior year roommates in Kappa 
Sigma and fellow psychology majors at Dartmouth. They 
have taken canoe camping trips together in northern 
Maine for many years. This was their first foray into 
Florida waters, as Pete has a winter home nearby.“

Mets Mini-reunion
Dudley Kay and many others attended a Mets game and 
feast hosted by Mets’ general manager Sandy Alderson 
on September 14. He met many classmates, plus “children, 
wives, significant others, one mother (Chip’s), a buddy from 
the Class of ’49, and one nephew from Spain (a Staros). My 
own daughter Lindsay had an absolute ball(game), driving 
up from Washington to cheer on her beloved Nats.” It was 
an even better day for Lindsay, since the Nats won 3-0, but 
the attendees heaped thanks and praise upon Sandy for the 
event. Many people sent pictures. I thought I’d also throw 
in one that I think was taken in 2009 by Bill Greenwood III 
when he attended a Mets game with Peter Schaeffer. Paul 
Tuhus forwarded it a long time ago. This was even before 
they hired Sandy. Do these guys love us or what?

Here’s is Dudley’s synopsis of the game. It also appeared in 
the Alumni Magazine, but this is a refresher.

“The 3rd Almost-Annual Mets Citi Field Mini-Reunion 
brought out a record number of ’69 classmates and their 
guests. The gathering of 70 humans and one canine 
prompted our host Sandy Alderson, aided by his gra-
cious greeter hostess wife Linda, to open adjoining 
suites with three food stations and two bars to serve the 
throng. What a feast! Under a deep blue sky decorated 
with high wispy clouds and a temperature in the low 
70’s, it would be hard to imagine a better day for baseball 
and camaraderie. We mixed and mingled, met the five 
sons, six daughters, twelve wives/partners and three 
friends who accompanied the 41 classmates, laughed 
over old times, shared our current status, and all swore 
to be at the 50th Reunion. Of course, we all looked great! 
Though the Mets lost to the playoff-bound Nationals, we 
were all big winners. You should have been there!”

Bill Stableford, manatee statue, and Pete Anderson.

Photo of a Mets game in 2009
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Homecoming photos

class dinner at Molly’s (HA) Tom Cronan and Jeff Bloomberg Ken Paul and Rick Willets

Jeff Saffer and Richard Jenson Richard with his freshman beanie Ann and Mark Bankoff

Sandy Alderson
  wife Linda, dog Charlie
John Bisson
Richard Bourgeois
Dale Christensen
Dan Cooperman
Sam Crawford
Tom Cronan
Greg Dobbs
  son John
Chip Elitzer
Bob Garman
Dimitri Gerakaris
  son Peter and friend
Jay Glaser
Dona Heller
  husband Mike ’64
Christopher Hu
  daughter Emily
  son Jonathan
Dudley Kay
  Jill Ford
  daughter Lindsay 
Don Kelly
  Diana Beste
Stan Kelly
David Kinsey
John Lallis
Greg Lau
  wife Nancy

Loren Lortscher
Jon Mark
Tim Means
  son Sam
Dick Meckstroth
  wife Carol
Chuck Morey
Tulley Mott
John Myers
  daughter Annie
John Naitove
Tom Parks
Ken Paul
Allan Petersen
  daughter Maureen
Mike Rieder
Clay Roberts
Peter Schaeffer
Bill Selden
Kelly Simpson
John Singler
Bill Stableford
Jim Staros
Bob Sturges
Don Syracuse
  friend Tom
Paul Tuhus
  guest Louis
Allan Wolkoff

Dimitri Gerakaris, Tom Parks, Tom 
Cronan (DK)

food —there was a lot (DK)

John Naitove, Dimitri Gerakaris, Dona Heller, John Myers, Greg Lau, 
Dudley Kay, host Sandy Alderson, Paul Tuhus, Dale Christensen, Mike 
Rieder (JN)

John Myers and his 
daughter, Annie (JM)

Here is a list of many of the attendees at the game.
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Class of ’69 banner at the parade (HA) Randy Wallick Mike and Andy Rieder

John and Susan Leavitt Ann Bankoff and Jeff Saffer (MB) John Person and daughter Abigail

before the bonfire (MB) during the bonfire (HA)
Martha Denison, Henry Allen, and Jim 
Knutti at the Hanover Inn (MB)

Peter Gerakaris and Tom Cronan Randy Wallick and Henry Allen (MB) Rick and Joan Willets (MB)

Nick Perencevich and his son Richard, Mike, Andy, Jeff at the game Nick, Roy Hitchings, and Joan

more of the Class of ’69 section Class meeting.  We had one.

And that’s the way it is.  Send stuff.



The ’69 Times, the Web, Dartmouth, Photos, and Other Stuff:
Editor: Allen T. Denison, 2448 N.W. Westover Road #302, Portland OR 97210, (503) 227-4449, «allendenison@comcast.net»
Register for your official DartColl permanent email address! Visit www.alumni.dartmouth.edu
Address Changes: send to the alumni office, not to me! Call (888) 228-6068 or «alumni.records@dartmouth.edu»
Class of ’69 Web Page: http://www.dartmouth69.org
Join the Class of ’69 Listserv: Email «listserv@listserv.dartmouth.edu» with the message (in the body of the email): 
sub class-69 Your Name. Use two names for “Your Name.” 
Submissions for the Web Page: Photos, stories, nostalgia, whatever: Email Webmaster Peter Elias at
 «pheski69@gmail.com» and tell him what you have.

Dartmouth 2015 (think ahead)
Football Schedule  
9/19  at Georgetown
9/26  Sacred Heart
10/3  at Penn
10/10   Yale (Homecoming)
10/17  at Central Connecticut 
10/24  at Columbia
10/31  at Harvard (Halloween)  
11/7  Cornell
11/14  at Brown 
11/21  Princeton 


