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Wanna get away from it all?  Our Class Connections Co-Chairs, 
Norman Jacobs «njacobs@spiritproducts.com» and Dona Heller 
«donaheller@yahoo.com», need some additional volunteers to 

join them, in three- or four-day shifts, at the Second College Grant in 
northern New Hampshire in late August or early September.  This is the 
kick-off event of ’69/’19 Class Connections Program.  We’ll be preparing 
and hosting BBQ dinners for various members of the Class of 2019 as they 
rotate through the Grant on their first-year DOC trips.  Come enjoy the 
beauty of the Grant, share the fun with your classmates, and get to know 
some of the next generation of Dartmouth first-years.  See page 4 for details. 

You know you want a trip to Hanover! Norman and Dona also are seeking 
volunteers to join Bill Stableford to staff the Class of ’69 tent in Hanover 
on September 15, handing out a commemorative gift to the ’19s on the day 
of their matriculation.  Help by spouses would be appreciated, as well.  

Homecoming is coming October 9-10. The new stadium should be done. 
The agenda will be similar to other years —see page 2. Plus, Arthur Fer-
genson will re-enact John Sloan Dickey signing our matriculation papers 
in the Tower Room (if we can reserve it). We will also be strengthening our 
connection to the class of ’19. Plans need to be solidified, but it will be fun. 
If you are joining the class for dinners, tell Paul Tuhus «pktuhus@hotmail.
com» or Rick Willets «RGWillets@comcast.net» so you’ll have a space.

Please notice additional email addresses to the left. Tom Hunt and Bill 
Stableford are now Co-head agents with John Myers. Article on page 3.

Did you know that you can read newsletters from other classes? Just google 
their class website. Something like “Dartmouth Class 1968 newsletter” 
ought to do it. More fascinating stuff is on page 4.

Do any writers, bloggers, and authors want to write an article for the 
newsletter? Op-ed? Self-promotion? News from home? We know that you 
can write. Write to your classmates. Submissions welcomed.

You will notice a really small Pile of submittals for this issue. A newslet-
ter needs news. Tell Steve, and Peter, and me what you are doing. In the 
meantime, I found some historic photos to fill up space on pages 6 and 7. 
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Class Meeting
July 1, 2015

President John Mathias called the meeting to order, again 
with about 14 participants calling in.

1. Approval of Minutes

All agreed minutes from the previous three calls were sat-
isfactory.

2. Homecoming

Since our previous call, no one contacted the Lyme Inn to 
find room availability for guests or to confirm a large dinner 
room. Lake Morey Inn was discussed as an alternative but at 
21 miles away, being twice as far from Hanover as the Lyme 
Inn, there was little enthusiasm.

John suggested finding a nearby restaurant such as the Ha-
nover Inn or the Norwich Inn or even an option on campus. 
Paul Tuhus will check on these possibilities and discuss with 
John before the next call.

A normal body count at Homecoming has been about two 
dozen and Paul reminded us we need early and realistic 
commitments to finalize a dining location Saturday night, 
particularly if we feel we will have an unusually large at-
tendance this year. We discussed the need to publicize this 
entire program to promote attendance and ensure accurate 
head counts. As was stated in the minutes from the June 
call, Rick Willets will work with Peter Elias to get adequate 
publicity for our Homecoming.

Paul reviewed the normal schedule for the weekend: 1) gather 
early Friday evening at Molly’s (or some Hanover venue) for 
drinks and food; 2) parade at 7:00 pm; 3) bonfire thereafter; 
4) hospitality room in the Hanover Inn with snacks and cash 
bar to watch the dying embers and socialize with classmates. 
Then on Saturday in whichever order is best: 1) class meet-
ing or 2) repeat of our Matriculation with Arthur Fergenson 
portraying John Sloan Dickey (Paul believes the Tower Room 
will be available for this in Baker); 3) gather on the Alpha 
Delta lawn for tailgate party before the game; 4) dismantling 
of Yale on the gridiron; 5) our class dinner mentioned above.

We closed this agenda item with John and Paul charged 
with pulling together all the uncertainties listed above by 
the next call.

3. Class Connections

Dona Heller and Norman Jacobs reported that we are get-
ting volunteers for the First-year Trips in the Grant but many 
more are needed, particularly for the later days—September 
1-6. They also need volunteers to man gift giving tables for 
the September 15 Matriculation of the class of ’19. This would 
require three or four couples to hand out the welcome gift 
that we are planning.

Dona and Norman will create a message to be sent to the List-
serv outlining the schedule and the need for volunteers. This 
message could also be broadcast to the entire class email list.

4. 50th Reunion

As agreed in the last meeting, David Prentice will be asked 
to produce our Reunion Book. Allen Denison has agreed to 
work with David and today Jim Staros agreed to join that 
committee. Allen will contact Dudley Kay to enlist his as-
sistance. There was discussion about establishing a theme 
for the essays in the book as well as the potential expenses 
involved. John recommended that we determine the vari-
ous cost options that we face in producing this book such 
as hard vs. soft cover, color vs. black and white photos, etc. 
Paul agreed to check on pricing and give a report in an up-
coming meeting. 

Despite our Webmaster’s absence from the meeting the need 
for a commitment to showcase the Reunion on the site was 
discussed.

Using The Dartmouth archives to recall the events of our time 
on campus from September 1965 was felt to be an essential 
part of the publicity for the event. John agreed to research a 
vendor in Hanover who could provide assistance in transfer-
ring those archives to a form we can utilize for inclusion on 
our website and other communications. Paul recommended 
that John contact Peter Carini who would be the College’s 
contact for accessing those archives.

5. Head Agent

John Myers reports June 30 was the last day of the annual 
campaign and the final numbers have not yet been tabulated 
but it is apparent we will exceed our goal of $300,000 by over 
$12,000. Classmate participation grew to 39%, short of our 
goal of 42% by only 23 donors. The presence of Tom and 
Bill has been a great help to John and they are confident we 
can raise participation over 50% with Bill hoping for 65% 
by our 50th! 

6. Newsletter

Allen will produce another issue by the end of July. John 
again asked if some of the ’69 authors and literary folks could 
be asked to submit brief columns for The ’69 Times and Allen 
agreed to research that possibility.

7. Webmaster (not available)

8. Treasurer

Paul reports that we currently have over $141,000 after the 
$3000 contribution to Memorial Stadium.

9. Alumni Council

Our new representative, Jim Staros, will have his first meet-
ing in October and will provide a written report as well as 
an update on this call whenever he has information from 
the Council.
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10. Mini Reunions

None in sight at the moment, although some of the executive 
committee indicated that they would make some calls to see 
if interest could be found.

11. Other Business

The issue of the status of the orphaned women of Dartmouth 
was revisited and John reported his questions of the College 
indicated there is continued interest on the parts of classes 
’70, ’71 and ’72 to step up and make the offer to the women 
involved. However nothing specific has been done. John feels 
a simple, explanatory letter asking those women if they are 
interested in adoption by a Dartmouth class would quickly 
and easily resolve this issue. He is willing to draft such a 
letter and provide it to the presidents of the three classes. 
He will keep us informed.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Steve Larson, Secretary

New Alumni Councilor 
Jim Staros
by John Mathias

As you may recall, we have 
previously constituted a 
nominating committee con-
sisting of our class President 
(myself), three Vice Presi-
dents (Rick Willets, Andy 
McLane, and Kelly Simp-
son) and our outgoing Alum-
ni Councilor (Peter Elias) to 
recommend a candidate to 
the Executive Committee as a 
whole for election as our next 
Alumni Councilor (to serve a 
three year term).

Our nominating committee 
has recently completed its work. We considered nine out-
standing candidates who either were nominated by others 
or were self nominated. We hereby thank each of them and 
only regret that we don’t have nine seats on the Council, as 
we could ably fill all of them with excellence.

I am pleased to present on behalf of our five committee members 
our nomination of Jim Staros for election as our Class of 1969 
Alumni Councilor to serve a three year term beginning on July 
1 succeeding Peter Elias, whose term will expire on June 30.

(Jim is so dedicated that he will be skipping his 50th high 
school reunion to attend his first Alumni Council in October. 
Huge thanks to Peter for his excellent service to the class.  ed.)

Jon Swenson 
Jon Stuart Swenson passed 
away quietly in his sleep at 
home on January 6, 2015. He 
was born to Olaf and Grace 
Swenson in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota on March 20, 1947. 
He played football in high 
school but hated it. Hockey 
was his sport, and he contin-
ued to play in Hanover, New 
Hampshire, where he ma-
triculated at Dartmouth Col-
lege. He graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa in 1969. He moved to 
Portland, Oregon, and was 
affiliated with KGW where he 
had a radio show and made lifelong friends. He then formed 
a marketing company and made more friends. He married 
Ann Wilkerson in 1972, and their daughter Dana was the 
light of their lives. Ann and Jon divorced in 1984, and he 
moved to Seattle. Jon reconnected with cousins Paul and Tom 
Swenson. Their shoe business was a family affair that lasted 
a number of years. In 1993, dear friends introduced him to 
Joan Clark. From then on, they were joyously together and 
married on February 5, 2005. Their years together included 
countless friends and travel in the USA, Spain, and France for 
adventure and to visit friends and family. Dana and husband 
Jorge and their children blessed his life. He and Joan were 
delighted to welcome them from Barcelona to Seattle in the 
summer of 2014. Jon enjoyed many happy birthday parties, 
a family Thanksgiving, and a magical Christmas and New 
Year’s with family and friends.

Jon i s  sur v ived 
by his wife, Joan 
Clark; daughter, 
Dana Swenson, and 
her husband, Jorge 
Sanchez; grandchil-
dren Tomas, Carlos, 
and Isabel; brother 
Rick Swenson. A 
close knit circle 
of cousins, nieces, 
and nephews are 
among the people 
who Jon held dear.

Jim Staros (2009) 

Jon Swenson  

Jon trying on a Lotus Super 7 for fun in 
1970. His car, the Thunderbolt Grease 
Slapper, is in the background.
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Class Connections 
Program
by Dona Heller, co-chair with Norman Jacobs

From August 26 to September 8 of this year, members of the 
Class of ’69 will be at the Dartmouth College Second Grant in 
northern New Hampshire, preparing and serving BBQ din-
ners for members of the Class of 2019 as they rotate through 
the Grant on their First-Year Trips. To make this program 
work, we’ll need about 35 volunteers from our class (spouses 
are fine) to take four-day shifts. Our class will underwrite 
the cost of the DOC Grant cabins for sleeping and all food 
and drinks (including beer and wine for us). During most of 
each day, we’ll have free time for socializing and enjoying 
the Grant—hiking, boating, kayaking, and fishing.

This is a great opportunity to get to know some of the ’19s, 
and also to catch up with various ’69 classmates. The ’68s 
who participated in this program last summer said it was a 
fantastic experience for all. Our ’69 Grant Connections Co-
Chairmen, Norman Jacobs and Dona Heller, encourage you 
to join us to make the ’69 Grant Program a success. If you can’t 
commit to four days, we’ll be glad to have you for however 

many days you can 
be there. To volun-
teer, please email 
Norman Jacobs 
« n j ac o b s @ s p i r -
itproducts.com», 
telling him all the 
dates during that 
you could be there. 
Then Norman will 
get back to you 
shortly to let you 
know which days 
would work best.

Hope to see you at 
the Grant!

Norman adds: We also need volunteers to be in Hanover on 
September 15 to shake the hands of the ’19s, welcome them 
to Dartmouth, and to present them with a Class of 2019 Dart-
mouth Mug. Five or six couples would be ideal. The event 
is from approximately 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. We would like to 
rotate in 2 or 3 couples at a time. The more the merrier. We 
will be gathered under the Class of 1969 Tent just outside of 
Parkhurst Hall.

Please email Norman Jacobs at «njacobs@spiritproducts.
com» or Dona Heller at «donaheller@yahoo.com».

Fascinating stuff
CAMPUS CAMERAS

There are at least two 
live camera feeds from 
campus. To access the 
camera on the top of 
Robinson Hall, just go to 
Dartmoutht66.org and 
click ’16 webcam on the 
left. If you want a view 
from the top of the Ha-
nover Inn, click ’66 web-
cam on the left, or click 
the bottom right corner. 
With either one, you can 
zoom and pan, or focus 
on various preset spots 
to check the tempera-
ture, wind, time on the 
Baker Tower clock, etc. 

MORE PHOTOS

Also, google “Dartmouth College Flickr” (not a typo) to see 
over 7000 Dartmouth photographs. 

SCARY APP

David Prentice found an article on the Springwise website 
about an app which carries “in loco parentis” to extremes.

“The SmartGPA app tracks numerous behaviors—such as 
length and focus of study time, frequency of partying, 
sleep habits, class attendance and exercise—without any 
direct input from the student. Instead, it uses informa-
tion gathered from their smartphone and uses machine 
learning algorithms to produce a prediction of their GPA 
without any prior knowledge of the student’s SAT scores 
or IQ. The app was tested on 30 Dartmouth undergradu-
ates over a 10-week term and predicted their academic 
performance with impressive accuracy.” 

MINI-REUNIONS

Meet your Dartmouth classmates. Organize a mini-reunion. 
Have people over to your house, plan an event, a hike, a golf 
round, or anything. Kelly Simpson and Tupper Kinder 
even joined the ’68s last fall for a destination golf weekend 
at Bandon Dunes, Oregon. Sandy Alderson has had some 
great events at the Mets games, but we need to follow his 
lead. I will be happy to publicize it in the newsletter. Then 
you can send me a report and pictures. 

TIME CAPSULE

Rick Willets recalled that we buried a Class of 1969 time 
capsule many years ago. Does anyone remember where it is?

Taken with the Robinson Hall 
camera:  Paul Tuhus waves to his 
classmates from the information 
booth on the far side of the Green.

2nd College Grant photo by Joe Mehling ’69
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SELFIES

We have some. See above. Thank you, contributors. 

The Pile
Rick Saunders «saundric@musc.edu » adds a comment to 
his selfie:

“Anne and I are currently in Italy (just arrive in Cassino 
today) working on a second of her books on World War II 
monuments, battle sites, etc.”

Richard Jenson «richard.jenson@gmail.com» comments on 
Oliver in his co-selfie:

“Here I am with my best (and first) canine friend, Oliver. 
He just turned two on June 5, and he’s been my favorite 
teacher. Not very gifted with gray matter—we call him 
‘deliberate’—but an unfailing fan of yours truly.”

Bruce Hamilton «brucehamilton99@HOTMAIL.COM » 
wondered how many joint birthdays we have in the class, 
and adds:

“The first guy I met in the months preceding freshman 
year was Bob Ajello. He’s eight hours older than I am.”

There was a nice article about Dudley Kay «dkay@scitech-
pub.com» and Jill Ford and their Kona Ice truck (September 
2014 newsletter) in The Pilot, the local newspaper. The entire 
article is at http://www.thepilot.com/business/kona-ice-
franchise-expands-to-second-truck/article_7ade6e5c-00ae-
11e5-b457-93600ccf48aa.html. You could try hovering your 
finger over that link and giving it a poke to see what happens, 
or google “Dudley Kay Pilot” and that should get you there. 

Dudley adds, “We now have a bigger mini-reunion planned 
for winter when Paul Tuhus and a buddy from Wisconsin 
will join Joan and Rick Willets plus me and Jill on the an-
nual Cayamo cruise ship Norwegian Pearl for the nearly 40 
singer-songwriters of Americana or Roots music. We sail the 
last week of January and into early February. Good times!”

John Myers «johnmyersmail@gmail.com » reports:

Life took a welcome turn when on March 17 we were blessed 
with our first grandchild, a boy born to daughter Mary, Dart-
mouth ’98, and then on April 18 our second, a girl born to 
son John, Dartmouth ’03! Since this didn’t represent enough 
activity, our son Peter, Dartmouth ’05 was married in June 
in Lake Tahoe. Mary and I continue to enjoy living in Mil-
waukee, where I am working with classmate Rip Maclay at 
Cedarwinds Investment Management. We stretch the vaca-
tion time with Cedarwinds to visit three of our kids and the 
two grandkids in the Northeast, two in the San Francisco Bay 
area, and our youngest, Lizi, who just relocated to Austin, 
Texas, as often as possible.

Work as Head Agent for the class gives me the pleasure of 
ongoing contact with many of you, and I am thrilled to be 
joined by Bill Stableford and Tom Hunt as Co-Head Agents. 
We are happy to see the class reach its dollar goal this year, 
and look forward to a big buildup in participation as we ap-
proach the 50th reunion. See you at homecoming in October!

Peter Elias Rick Saunders

Richard Jenson and Oliver Paul Tuhus at the top of the Sydney Harbour Bridge, Australia
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Terry Light hits a home run against Boston University

Bob Lundquist                                                   Bill Yellowtail                                                    Rick Lounsbury

Tom GilmoreLyle Nyberg receives or gives something, but it isn’t recorded 
on the photo. Lyle?

Ransacking Rauner
Rauner (rhymes with “Downer,” not “Donner”) Special Col-
lections library has a huge collection of Dartmouth photos, 
some of which are available on line from the comfort of your 
own computer. You can search the collection by keyword for 
whatever interests you. All of the images on these two pages 
are from the Rauner collection, and they have graciously al-
lowed us to reproduce them here. All of the photos are taken 
from our undergraduate years 1965-69. 
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Freshman cross country team: coach Elliot Bradbury 
Noyes; David S. Rouse; Albert F. Moncure Jr.; Albro 
D. Traynor; David B. Warner Jr.; back row —Erik B. 
Carlson; Harry B. Doyle; Glenn K. Neuhs; 

The old Hanover Inn

Sam Hawken ’68 attempts to block Charlie Gogolak’s kick 
our freshman year. He was offsides, but on the next play, 
Gogolak’s kick failed. Apparently, you can’t do this any more.

The new Hanover Inn, now known as the old Hanover Inn

Remember this sign?Can you believe they let us do this? 
Every home game?
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Dartmouth 2015
Football Schedule  
9/19  at Georgetown
9/26  Sacred Heart
10/3  at Penn
10/10   Yale (Homecoming)
10/17  at Central Connecticut 
10/24  at Columbia
10/31  at Harvard (Halloween)  
11/7  Cornell
11/14  at Brown 
11/21  Princeton 


