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The ’69 Times
\

Most of this issue was written by our super-adoptee Dona Heller, 
who not only helped to organize our Class Connections proj-
ects but attended the College Grant Connections program and 

Homecoming as well. Her articles are accompanied by only a few of the 
hundreds of photographs sent by Peter Elias, Mark Bankoff, Ed Damon, 
Nick North, John Sasser, Dave Strife, Steve Claggett, and Tom Parks 
(photo credits by their initials). Peter has posted many more photographs 
on the class Facebook page Dartmouth69 while he revamps the class web-
site. Yes, grammarians, it was vamped a few times previously.

Did you notice that Sandy Alderson’s Mets won the National League 
pennant? Oh, you did. OK. 

Another interesting ’69 is featured in the back of the last alumni magazine. 
Jim Kenney is interviewed on the intersection of religion and culture. If 
you missed it, it is online at dartmouthalumnimagazine.com

The Alumni office informed me that it now costs about $6.50 to mail a 
paper newsletter to people overseas (“postage and handling”). Some of 
you have switched to the email version, but if anybody else, U.S. or over-
seas, would like to switch, you can save your class some expense. The 
emailed newsletter also comes to you about three weeks earlier than the 
paper version and the photographs have better color. Just shoot me an 
email and I’ll put you on the email list, and take you off the paper list, if 
you like. «allendenison@comcast.net»

Mini-reunion idea: Dartmouth’s basketball team is supposed to be pretty 
good this year. Call a couple of your classmates and meet at one of their 
away games. Cambridge? New York? Providence? Philadelphia? Meet 
your buds and cheer for your team.

So much has been taking place that I actually have too much news. I’ll 
have to put off items from The Pile until next issue, so Mssrs. Ferguson, 
Lallis, Harvey, Person, Syracuse, Claggett, Stableford, Mina, Campbell, 
Saunders, Tuhus, and Moncure, hang on. We have a good start for the next 
issue. If I missed you, remind me. The rest of you, catch us up. Send news.

We have two more obituaries in this issue: Cliff Mills and Jeffrey Katz.
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New Goal for Class 
Participation
Bill Stableford announced an ambitious goal for the class 
of 1969 participation in the Dartmouth College Fund—69% 
by 2019 for our 50th Reunion. Here is his letter:

Dear Fellow ’69,

I hope that all classmates will tune in to a project recently 
launched by our Class Head Agents (John Myers, Tom Hunt, 
and me) to significantly increase our Class participation in 
the Dartmouth College Fund (DCF). Our current participa-
tion rate is a rather tepid 42%, and we are setting a target of 
69% participation by our 50th Reunion in 2019.

What makes this goal feasible? Easy—past performance. 
Check out these numbers: In 1983 (our “15th” Reunion year), 
82% of classmates contributed to DCF; in 1985, 75%; in 1982, 
66%; in 1984, 1986, and 1988, it was 62%. In nine other years 
our contribution percentage exceeded 50%. Thus, many of 
you have contributed in the past and have already been in the 
loop. You know how to write a check to Dartmouth College.

Please note that this endeavor will not be a pressure push for 
big money; we are looking for contributions in any amount 
in an attempt to increase our donor base. $10 will get you in 
the door. Too much? We’ll welcome $5. This move will inte-
grate with other efforts to draw classmates who have been 
out of touch with Class activities back into the fold; we are 
shooting for 100% attendance at our 50th Reunion.

Our plan is to actually make this effort enjoyable by finding 
solicitors for affinity groups such as fraternities, sports teams, 
the Glee Club, the Dartmouth Players, WDCR, and The Daily 
D staff. This will be an opportunity for selected solicitors to 
reach out and re-establish contacts with former friends and 
associates. We plan not to burden any one solicitor with too 
many contacts. Please plan on hearing from some of us seek-
ing your involvement as a solicitor; we hope you will see it 
as an opportunity to re-connect with classmates.

Don’t believe in contributing to Dartmouth? OK, let’s face it: 
anyone can think of reasons not to contribute to the College. 
Here—take your pick:

College policies are too liberal.

I don’t like the conservative element on campus.

My highly qualified child was denied admission to 
Dartmouth.

Students today live a country club life—we didn’t have 
the amenities that kids have now. College professors 
have it too easy.

I can’t afford it. ($5.00?)

Other ... .

But before you sign off from contributing to DCF, please 
consider these questions: 

What was your Dartmouth experience like while you 
were on campus?

Of what value has your Dartmouth education been 
throughout your life—personally, professionally, and 
socially?

Do you think it was worthwhile for you to have attended 
Dartmouth?

If you can answer any of those questions in a favorable direc-
tion, then consider this:

Between the years 1965–1969 when we were on campus, 
the average participation rate in the Alumni Fund by all 
Dartmouth alums was 66.2%. That’s the level at which 
alumni supported our education at Dartmouth. Now, 
couldn’t they have found any number of reasons not to 
contribute to the College—campus unrest; Vietnam War 
protests; ROTC issues; SDS; the Parkhurst takeover, etc.?

Those controversies did not deter those alumni from contrib-
uting at what was likely the highest rate of college alumni 
contributions in the nation at the time—again, to support us.

So what are we going to do—step up or step down?

I was fortunate enough to participate in the recent Class 
Connections program. On September 15, Rick Willets and 
I (with backup support from Paul Tuhus and Chris Hu) 
personally addressed over 1,000 members of the Class of 2019 
in small groups, as they emerged from their matriculation 
ritual with President Hanlon. We also greeted about 100 of 
them at our Class tent prior to the Dartmouth—Yale football 
game on October 10. I can assure you that these young men 
and women are lively, vibrant, motivated, sharp, and eager to 
become permanent members of the Dartmouth family. They 
are genuinely interested in who we are, and they seek further 
connections with us over the next four years. During our 50th 
Reunion, we will lead them into their graduation in June 
2019. Supporting these future leaders in their Dartmouth 
experience will be an opportunity that, in some immeasur-
able way, will be a contribution that will last through their 
lifetimes, just like somebody did for us. Believe it.

In the near future some of you will be hearing from us seek-
ing your help as a solicitor, to re-connect with guys that you 
knew on campus. Please consider joining our effort for the 
Class of 1969 to continue shining.

All the best,

Bill Stableford



D E C E M B E R   2 0 1 5 P A G E   3

Class Connections 
Programs
by Dona Heller

Norman Jacobs and Dona Heller, the Co-Chairs of our fifty-
year Class Connections Program with the ’19s, report that the 
program is off to a great start, with three events: the Grant 
Connections Program, the Class of 2019 Matriculation, and 
Homecoming Tailgating.  

COLLEGE GRANT CONNECTIONS

The kickoff event took place over a twelve-day period in late 
August and early September at the Second College Grant, 
where a group of ’69s (and a couple of ’68s) prepared and 
hosted barbecue dinners for groups of ’19s as they rotated 
through the Grant on their first-year Dartmouth Outing Club 
trips. The participants were: 

Norman Jacobs, Dona Heller, Jim Staros, Tom Parks, John 
Sasser, Nick North, Rick Willets, Sue and John Leavitt, 
Steve Clagett and Jennifer Parker, Roy Hitchings, Dave 
Strife, Glen Culbertson, Clark Doran, Paul Tuhus, Claudia 
and Ed Damon, Nick Perencevich, Lew Podolske, John 
Everett ’68, and Bill Clark ’68 and wife Linn. Some of those 
folks had not participated in class events in quite a while, 
and it was particularly nice to have them join us at the Grant.

This mini-reunion in the Northern New Hampshire wilder-
ness was a great bonding experience for the ’69s, who enjoyed 
reconnecting with old friends and making new ones, and 
also had a great time hiking, kayaking, and fishing. Each 
evening, a new group of ’19s (several from far-flung places 
all over the world) joined us for a barbecue dinner and lively 
conversation. They were bright, interesting, poised, delight-
ful, articulate, and very enthusiastic and appreciative of 
having a hot meal and getting to know us. The considerable 
and consistent feedback is that the ’19s are pleased with the 

Connections activities and our ongoing commitment to them 
over their four years at Dartmouth.

Jim Staros wrote:

“As one of the supporting cast members [at the Grant], I can 
attest to it being a great experience. We had a great time to-
gether, entertaining and getting to know the ’19s who came 
through. From my perspective, Norman’s and Dona’s terrific 
organization of the 12-day project was critical to its success. 
Also important to its success were the long-termers John and 
Sue Leavitt and Rick Willets, who each spent a week or more 
at the Grant and who provided additional continuity—not 
to mention a lot of work.”

Norman Jacobs, Nick North, John Sasser at the barbecue (ED)

Tom Parks, Bill Clark ’68, Norman Jacobs, Lew Podolske, Dave 
Strife, Rick Willets, Steve Clagett, Sue Leavitt, Jennifer Parker, 
John Leavitt, and Paul Tuhus (TP)

John Sasser, Nick North, Ed and Claudia Damon (NN)

Glen Culbertson (NN)
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2019 MATRICULATION:

In mid-September, Rick Willets, Bill Stableford, Paul 
Tuhus, and Chris Hu manned the Class of ’69 tent, pitched 
on Blunt lawn, to welcome the just-matriculated ’19s to the 
Dartmouth Fellowship and hand out commemorative mugs 
from our class. The feedback from the ’19s is that those ’69s 
were very entertaining and welcoming. Seeking to provide 
a useful and enduring commemorative gift for the ’19s, our 
class gave them oversized coffee/tea mugs, which have the 
Dartmouth seal on one side and the words to the Alma Mater 
on the other. On the outside of the bottom of the mug, it says 
“To the Class of 2019 from the Class of 1969.” Norman Jacobs 
did a great job with the design and production of these mugs.

Here’s part of the Dartmouth Alumni Webpage article about 
our Matriculation event, along with their photos:

“During the 6-7 minute talks, which were both serious 
and funny, students seemed moved by the dedication of 
alumni and the history of Dartmouth. ‘It was impressive 
that they would take the time out to do that,’ said Olivia 
Harvey ’19 of Schenectady, NY. ‘I get the impression 
that tradition is an important part of this school.’ Austin 
Meacham ’19 of West Harrison, NY, said, ‘It made me 
feel even more connected to Dartmouth.’”

“With dry humor, Rick Willets ’69 looked 50 years into 
the future and told the ’19s to give their 50-year connec-
tion class, the Class of 2069, his regards. Ja-laquan Mitch-
ell ’19 of Dayton, OH, was so moved by this idea that he 
loitered after the rest of his group had left. Then he used 
his iPhone to film Willets saying hello to the Class of 
2069. Mitchell said, ‘I’ll put this on a computer, on a USB 
drive, whatever I can think of, to try to preserve it for the 
next 50 years.’”

HOMECOMING TAILGATING CONNECTIONS 

We invited the ’19s to join us at our Homecoming Tailgat-
ing before the Yale football game. Well over 100 of them 
stopped by to say hello and pick up some snacks (including 
Krispy Treats made with Dartmouth green M&Ms), cider, 
and waters for the game. The ’19s are a fun, interesting, and 
diverse group, eager to get into their Dartmouth experience 
and sincerely grateful for the efforts that our class has made 
to include, encourage, and support them. We unveiled the 
Class of 2019 banner hung from the front of our Class of 1969 
tent. We will keep it for the next four years and present it to 
the ’19s at their graduation.

FUTURE CONNECTIONS EVENTS (Any suggestions?)

Dona Heller, Norman Jacobs, and other classmates are in 
the process of planning future shared Connections programs 
with the ’19s over the next four years—including the next 
event, which probably will take place in the winter or spring. 
We would welcome your suggestions for joint programs 
that would be interesting and fun for both ’19s and ’69s. 
You can email us at «donaheller@yahoo.com» or «njacobs@
spiritproducts.com».

Commemorative mugs, a gift from the ’69s

Bill Stableford addresses a group of ’19s

Dona Heller and Rick Willets with ’19s at the class tent (PE)
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Homecoming 2015
by Dona Heller

This year’s Homecoming in mid-October marked the 50th 
anniversary of the Class of 1969’s matriculation in the fall of 
1965. Perhaps in anticipation of Arthur Fergenson’s predict-
ably hilarious re-enactment of John Sloan Dickey’s matricula-
tion ceremony in Baker Library’s Tower Room, or perhaps 
out of a simple desire to reconnect with classmates and the 
campus on a beautiful fall weekend, a bumper crop of ’69s 
flocked to Hanover for the 2015 Homecoming, including:

Ann and Mark Bankoff, Judy and John Bisson, Dan Cooper-
man, Jan and Tom Cronan, Cindy and Peter Elias, Chip 
Elitzer and his amazing mom, Shirley and Arthur Fergen-
son, Bob Garman, Dimitri Gerakaris, Jud Graves, Dona 
Heller, Chris Hu, Irene and Norman Jacobs, Dudley Kay, 
Jo and Steve Larson, Nancy and Greg Lau, John Leavitt, 
John Mathias, Mary and John Meyers, Nick Perencevich, 
David Prentice, Bill Stableford, Alice and Jim Staros, Dave 
Strife, Paul Tuhus, and Joan and Rick Willets.

Big kudos to Rick Willets (ably assisted by his wife Joan) 
and Paul Tuhus for doing their usual fine job of organizing 
and implementing our Homecoming festivities. We started 
with the customary pre-bonfire Friday dinner at Molly’s, 
followed by the Homecoming parade of athletic teams and 
alumni classes (starting with the Class of 1947) from Me-
morial Field to Dartmouth Hall. Commemorating the Class 
Connections Program, John Mathias, Dona Heller, and 
Norman Jacobs had the honor and thrill of participating 
in the bonfire lighting by using their own torches to ignite 
those used by a group of ’19s to light their fire.

Following the bonfire, we congregated in a conference room 
at the Inn for refreshments and chatting. Dimitri Gerakaris 
presented a brief report on our class sponsorship of Dart-
mouth community service organizations, whose representa-
tives gave short presentations and expressed their apprecia-
tion of our support. A representative of WISE (advocates for 
victims of sexual violence) thanked the class for it’s recent 
support. And representatives of Outdoor Leadership Experi-
ence (“OLE”) thanked the Class of ’69 for its 2015 seed money 
grant to support OLE’s group mentoring programs for kids 
in grades 5-12 in Canaan, to develop character and skills 
through participating in outdoor activities.

On Saturday morning, Arthur Fergenson (channeling John 
Sloan Dickey) presided over a hilarious mock matriculation 
ceremony for about twenty members of the Class of 1969 in 
the Tower Room of Baker Library. While pontificating about 
our future at Dartmouth, JSD handed out highly realistic 
replicas of the original matriculation certificate (prepared 
by Arthur and Paul Tuhus). One by one, JSD called up the 
attending members of the class for a short chat and stamped 
each certificate with John Sloan’s highly distinctive trade-

mark signature. Chip Elitzer’s mom received an honorary 
certificate. And Dona Heller (who began taking courses at 
Dartmouth in the fall of 1964) finally received her matricula-
tion certificate, fifty-one years later.

After attending the ’69 Home-
coming tailgate with the spir-
ited and interesting ’19s (see 
page 4), we joyfully watched 
a vastly improved Dartmouth 
football team trounce Yale, 
35 to 3. We also checked out 
the wonderful new sculpture 
wrought by our Class Black-
smith, Dimitri Gerakaris, that 
hangs just inside the center gate 
to the newly refurbished west 
stands at Memorial Field. 

Saturday evening’s concluding event was a dinner at the 
Tom Dent Cabin, overlooking the Connecticut River by the 
boathouse. Paul Tuhus had arranged for Canoe Club to ca-
ter a delicious dinner. We stayed late into the evening, with 
a lot of congenial conversations and catching up. Several 
classmates participated in a group phone conversation with 
Pete Schaeffer. 

Dona Heller and Arthur Fergenson as John Sloan Dickey (MB)

Chris Hu (PE) Jim Staros (PE)

Dimitri’s new sculpture
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The Pile
Well, part of it anyway. You have shared generously, so our 
newsletter runneth over. I’ll add a few sidebars to previ-
ous articles, but many of your pictures and articles about 
meeting with classmates, vacations, etc. will be in the next 
issue, which should come fairly shortly, especially if we have 
more classmate contributions. So do more stuff, see more 
classmates, take pictures, write updates, and send them to 
«allendenison@comcast.net», «wheat69@outlook.com», or 
«pheski69@gmail.com». We are in cahoots.

Lyle Nyberg «lylenyberg@comcast.net» provided some 
background on the Rauner File photo of him receiving an 
award which appeared in the last newsletter. I made an error 
in assuming that it was from our undergraduate years, but 
he had changed so little. Lyle also confirms what Bill points 
out on page 2—our class is capable of impressive participa-
tion in the Dartmouth College Fund.

“Thanks for including the nice photo of me in the latest 
issue. I believe I was receiving the Charles J. Zimmer-
man ’23 Award from the Dartmouth College Fund for 
greatest non-reunion percent improvement in donors, 
about 1983. Dick Glovsky led a successful alumni fund 
drive in which we increased the number of contributors 
from a pathetic 400 or so, to about 600, as I recall. We had 
a bunch of telethons, and it was a great way to connect 
with classmates.

“I am in the process of writing a biography of a 19th 
century figure. He was a graduate of Harvard, but had 
interactions with Daniel Webster so I can work in the 
Dartmouth connection. I am a complete novice at this, so 
it has been fun delving into the Civil War, setting up a 
website, learning how to be a historian, and seeing what 
it takes to get published.”

Chip Elitzer «elitzer@aol.
com» continues a tradition 
that I really don’t remember, 
but it may be one now. 

“I touched the fire tonight. 
Initially I was going to 
run for it and probably get 
tackled by security, but 
my 98-year-old mother 
was standing by my side 
disapprovingly. So I went 
up the chain of command: 
two town police officers, 
then the town police chief, 
and finally Proctor Harry 

Clifford W. Mills, Jr.
Cliff Mills passed away on August 16, 2015 in Jacksonville, 
Florida. After Dartmouth, he received a Master’s degree 
from Boston University and began his career at John Wiley & 
Sons, Publishers, where he worked for over 35 years. He was 
an editor, publisher for the sciences and a freelance project 
manager. He and his wife Mary had a son, Matthew, whom 
they raised in Meriden, New Hampshire, living there for 25 
years. Following Matthew’s graduation from Colgate, Cliff 
and Mary moved to Jacksonville, Florida, where he began 
a second career as a college professor and author of books 
for young adults.

While at Dartmouth, Cliff was a member of Bones Gate 
and the Dartmouth Outing Club. Following graduation, he 
worked as an Alumni Fund volunteer in numerous positions. 
During his life his favorite charity was UNICEF.

In addition to his wife and son, Cliff is survived by his sister 
Letha E. Mills, M.D. M77, brother Richard Mills D77, and sis-
ter Marilyn Morrison; his father Clifford W. Mills, M.D. D35 
M36 preceded him in death. Numerous nieces and nephews 
also survive him.

In memory of his unfailing good humor and kind heart his 
family asks that we “read a good book, see a movie, and 
enjoy a decadent dessert.”

Jeffry Allen Katz
Jeffry Allen Katz passed away in August, 2015 with his wife 
Carole and sons, David and Jeremy, at his side after valiantly 
fighting four different cancers during his life. Following his 
graduation from Dartmouth, Jeffry attended the University 
of Colorado Medical School in Denver. After an anesthesi-
ology residency at Colorado, he did a pediatric anesthesia 
residency at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. He 
practiced in Albuquerque, New Mexico, for several years 
and in 1979 he and Carole moved to Orange County where 
he spent the next 34 years working at St. Joseph Hospital 
and Children’s Hospital of Orange County. During that time 
he had many roles in professional and community service 
organizations. 

While at Dartmouth, Jeffry participated in DOC and contin-
ued his love of the outdoors with camping, hiking and fishing 
and was an instructor for the National Outdoor Leadership 
School for 9 years. He particularly enjoyed fly fishing with 
his wife and supported a non-profit organization teaching 
disabled veterans fly fishing for therapeutic value. He was 
always eager to learn and had an encyclopedic knowledge 
of wine, military history, and Native American Art.

Chip with Proctor Kinne
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It Was Fifty Years 
Ago Today...
What were you doing fifty years ago? We were in the middle 
of our first term as Freshmen, as we were called at the time.  
Were you looking at all the brown leaves and grey skies and 
aching as you listened to California Dreamin’? Were you find-
ing out that no matter what you were really good at, a lot 
of other guys were good at it too? Did you try a new sport? 
A new class subject? An old sport? New extra-curriculars?

I took rowing for a PE credit, and as dawn came later and 
later (freshman had to row before the Varsity), I remember 
thinking, snidely, “Now what? Do we put running lights 
on the boats?” Yup, we did. Darkness didn’t end the season. 
Ice floes did.

Did you write to your parents that you were thinking of 
transferring or that you really needed a car, only to find out 
that Dean Al Dickerson had just sent them a near-clairvoyant 
parents’ letter on November 8, saying, “If your son has writ-
ten or telephoned you suggesting that he should perhaps 
leave Dartmouth and transfer to another college, you should 
not regard this as a rare or exceptionally worrisome thing,” 
and that “the typical ‘letter home’ tends, usually quite unin-
tentionally, to picture things as somewhat bleaker than they 
are.” He added, “several dozen freshmen will come in with 
requests, for extraordinarily varied reasons, for permission 
to bring cars to campus...” I don’t know why I have his letters, 
but my parents thoughtfully saved them for posterity along 
with my mid-term “D” notice in English.

Tex Talmadge recently recalled, “I remember being a ‘Rain-
bow Raider,’ one of the football boys not even good enough 
to get a brown or a black practice jersey, which meant that I 
was not even on the sixth string or seventh string of bench-
warmers. I don’t recall who said it, but one of my fellow 
rag-knots and I were walking back to Fayerweather after a 
particularly grueling practice. We had been knocked about 
and run over by some of the really good players for a couple 
of hours. He and I had both been decent high school ballers, 
but here we were, way above our talent level. On the field it 
was like being on a dance floor and not even being able to 
see the band. We passed by Topliff, our egos totally crushed, 
and he said, ‘I know I’m not even 20 years old, but I don’t 
need any more character-building experiences!’”

How did Dartmouth treat you during your first term? Re-
member the MMPI? Remember beating Princeton in football? 
Remember prying up railroad ties to build bonfires? Send 
your recollections to the newsletter. It’s 
time to reminisce about our first year at 
Dartmouth. Here is your opportunity.

Kinne, head of Campus Safety & Security. He ‘unoffi-
cially’ strolled with me to touch the fire as an act of soli-
darity between the great Class of 1969 who first circled 
the fire 50 years ago, and the current Class of 2019. Our 
photo is attached.”

David Prentice reports that Bryan Bollinger ’19 was arrested 
for the same act of civic disobedience and faces a maximum 
fine of $1000 for disorderly conduct.

Jim Staros «james.v.staros@gmail.com» found a historical 
artifact at the August College Grant Connections program.

 “In case you might be interested in a sidebar to the Class 
Connections project, I attach photos of two pages of one 
of the log books that I found at the Management Center 
cabin, which served as our ‘Headquarters.’ Those pages 
chronicle my last trip to the Grant, the 1966 Joel Benezet 
Memorial Trip, hosted by none other than Pres. John 
S. Dickey. As you see from the log, Carl Japikse, Skip 
Kessler, John Danford, Chet Palmer, Joe Serene, Paul 
Pillar, John Mathias, Dick Buck, and I were the ’69s 
on that trip, and Dick Galardy ’68 was part of it, too. As 
best I can recall, the trip was funded by a small endow-
ment that had been given to honor Joel Benezet, who, if I 
remember correctly, died while a student at the College. I 
wonder whether these trips are still going on.”

f u cn rd ths - pages from the College Grant log books
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Dartmouth 2016
Football Schedule  
9/17  UNH
9/24  at Holy Cross
10/1  Penn
10/8   at Yale
10/15  Towson 
10/22  at Columbia
10/29  Harvard (Homecoming)  
11/5  at Cornell
11/12  Brown 
11/19  at Princeton 


